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YR n ſs, 3 Stren oth, 
8 Influence of a State, do not con- 
| fiſt in the large Tracis of Land it 
poſſeſſes, but in the Number of its 
. their Industry, and their Freedom. 
Multitudes of People furniſh large Armies, 
their Induſtry provides large Supplies, their 
extenſive Freedom creates Valour, and their 
Valour reſolute Defence. Patient Slaves never 
mate couragi ous Soldiers. From whence it 
. follows, 
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follows, that to make a State great, all Me- 
thods ought to be made uſe of, to increaſe 


its People, to improve its Induſtry, and to 


enlarge its Freedom: Or in other Words, 


to procure Inhabitants, to find conſtant En- 


ployment for them, and to favour civil and 
commercial Liberty, as far as is conſiſtent 


with the Nature of Government. There- 


fore whatever tends to diſcourage Foreigners 


from ſettling amongſt us, to prevent In- 
duſtry, or to retrench Liberty, mult of courſe 


tend to weaken the Sate. 
We ought then to examine carefully into 


all our municipal Laws, to ſee if they have 
any natural Tendency to prevent any, or 
either of thoſe great Ends. And if any Part 
of our internal Policy tend to diſcourage In- 


duſtry, or to prevent an Increaſe of our 
People, either from abroad or at home, it 
ought to be renounced, and a more Roar 
able Syſtem to be introduced: In ſuch cafe, 


old Errors 'ought to be aboliſh'd, and new 


Maxims to be embraced. 
That our Forefathers purſued a diff 


rent Polity is not to the Purpoſe. If they 


were in an Error, we have no Reaſon to 


continue it: If they improved under it, 


doubtleſs they and we might have improved 
more under the Influence of a more rational 
Syſtem. 


Let 


1 
Let us not object, that Great-Britain is 
fufftcientiy populous; for in the Opinion of 
many judicious Perſons, its Lands, its Mines, 


and its Seas, will ſupport ten Times its pre- ; 


ſent Inhabitants. France, our Rival and our 
natural Enemy, hath twice as many People,” 


and meditates univerſal Monarch y. Upon 


this Account, our Safety depends upon our 
Numbers, as well as upon our Valour; and if 


we had twice as many People, we could raiſe 
twice as many Soldiers, build twice as many 


Ships, and maintain them with equal Eaſe, 
we do thoſe we have at preſent. 
Theſe political Conſiderations ought to 


iclive us to purſue all poſſible Meaſures to 
increaſe our Numbers, by an Invitation of 


all Foreigners, who are Proteſtants, to ſettle 


amongſt us; and by repealing all Laws 


which tend to diſcourage them from flying 
to us, as to a Sanctuary or Aſylum, when 


under Religious or Political Diſtreſs. The 


Dictates of Religion, Liberty, Intereſt, Safety, 
and Humanity, ought to excite us, to receive 
all the Miſerable, the Perſecuted, and the In- 
duftricus, with open Arms; and to allure 
them by all poſſible Indulgences, and the 
Abrogation of every municipal Law, which 
tends to affright them from our Country. 
In the following Pages we ſhall ſee the Diſ- 
advantages of our antzent Policy, the good 


Conſequences of a different Conduct, and 
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the Sentiments of the Great and Wiſe with 


Regard to thoſe important Points here diſ- 
cuſs d. Thus awaken'd by Precept, alarm'd 
by Experience, and animated by Example, I 


we ſhall renounce our old Prejudices, 


and embrace a different Syſtem of ee 


Policy y. 


Let us not continue any longer to act lke 
the ancient Germans, and like the modern 


Indians and Tartars, who glory in the vaſt 


Tracts of Deſart and Forreſt, which they 
have made round about them, and left to be 


inhabited by their Brother-Savages; but ra- 


. L 


ther let us endeavour to increaſe and multi- 
ply, and repleniſh the Earth with every 
Ser anger who ſhall chooſe to refide — 


us. 
But our Levin which ni to affright Fo- 
reigners from ſettling amongſt us, is not the 


only Vice in our Police; our monopolſb Spi- 


rit tends even to the Exclufion of our own 


Countrymen from the Rights of free Deni- 
zens, and the Liberties they ought to enjoy 


as being Members of the ſame Community, 
and equally contributing to its Support org 
Defence. Thus Genius and Induſiry 


cramp'd in our demeſtic Trade by ee 
tion-Laws, and in our foreign Trade and 


Commerce by the exclufs ve e Privileges granted | 


to Companies 
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Influenced, doubtleſs, by the Maxims of 
true Policy, and a Zeal ie the Welfare of 


their Country, ſome Patriots brought a 
Bill into a late Parliament, for a general 


Naturalization ; which had the Misf fortune 


to be rejected, through the Influence and 
Clamours of the intereſted Rabble, excited by 


the Inſtigations of the Crafty and Malignant, 


who never flinch to e 6 the Welfare of 


their Country to their Spite and Averſion ; 


and to do Miſchief, becauſe thoſe they hate 


ſhould not have the Honour of doing Good. 
Animated by the fame public Spirit, 


ſome Patrons of Trade and Commerce have 
brought into the Houſe of Lords, this Seſ- 
ſions, a Bill to enable any Perſon to follow any 
Trade, in any Place, which his natural Genius 
ſhall incline him to; and of courſe, to reſtore 
the whole People to their natural Rights and 


Privileges, which many of them have been 
long debar'd of by the Se//-intereſt and Avarice 


ſome Individuals ; who have by Artfice and 


falſe Gloſſes, appropriated to themſelves Pri- 


vileges inconſiſtent with the Laws of Nature, 
Maxims of Juſtice, Good of Society, and 


Principles of ſound Policy. 


Theſe Principles are ſo clear and intelli- 


gible, and ſo apparent to People unpreju- 


diced and diſintereſted, that the nanufactur- 
ing Part of the Nation call out aloud like- 


wiſe for Freedom in Mercantile Affairs, and 
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[8 ] 
opening the Trade to Turkey; which hath long 
lain under the ſelfiſh Reſtrictions of Fines, By- 
Laws, Oaths of Secreſy, Orders of Directors, 
and a thouſand unwarrantable Practices cal- 
culated for the Emolument of a few, to the 


dnury of the Nation in general ; nay, to the 


* 


Prejudice of many of their own Body, as 
their Remonſtrance to Parliament, in the 
Year 1718, ſufficiently evinces. Agreeable 


to the Voice of the People, a Bill hath been 


brought alſo into the Houſe of Commons, to 
give Liberty to all his Majeſty's Subjects to 
export the Produce and Manu dure of this 
Kingdom to the Levant; a Propofal fo 
equitable and profitable, that one would 


conceive no Man could be ſo weak and 2gno- 


rant to oppoſe its Tu/fice, or deny its Vi- 
lity. en: 

It muſt be acknowledged, that the Car- 
poration-Bill rather regards our internal Trade 


than our external; But the Turkey Bill is 


a Matter of great Importance to the Trade 
aid Wealth of the Nation in general. The 


preſent Syſtem of the Levant Company tends 


to raiſe the Prices of Commodities, deſtroy In- 
dr/iry, diſcourage Navigation, leſſen Mamu 


e factures, and diminiſh our Exports and . 
purts: It is a Monſter big with Evils, and 


as full of Deſtruction as the Troon Horle ; 


'and the Nation ſuffers all theſe Miete tunes 


for the private * of a Few, Whe- 
ther 


| — AK. 


[go] 


ther that Charles or Harry enjoys a domeſtic 
Privilege between them, or Charles mono- 


mo - it to himſelf does not rob the People 


Nation in- general ; as there are many 
- owns and Villages where no Artificer 1s 
excluded. But that all thePeople of the three 
Kingdoms ſhould be debar'd from export- 
ing their Produce and Manufacture to Turkey, 
unleſs they be wholeſale Merchants, and will 
conform to the iter Views of a few artful 


and crafty Directors, is a Matter of public 


Concern; as it is a Scheme calculated to in- 


jure the Kingdom in general, for the Emo- 
1 lament of a few Individuals. Why muſt no 


one but a wholeſale Merchant ſend Goods to'Tur- 


7 key? Why muſt Goods be ſent in no Ships but 
ſuch as the Directors, &c. ſhail appoint, and 


at what Time only they ſhall think proper. 


 Wiy muſt theſe Goods be conſigned to no one but 


the Directors Fuctors? Why muſt the Price 
you are io ſell at be fixed by the Directors? 
Why muſt an Oath of ee be taken when 
you are admitted? Dark Doings, truly require 
Secrecy ! A Conſpiracy againſt the Trade and 
Riches of a Nation will not admit of Day- 
light. Here every Member mutters to him- 


fell, 


Noftem peccatis et fraudibus objice nubem, 
Da mit fallere; da juſtum ſanctumque videri. 


fro] 
By Corporation-Exclufions.its true one Sub- 
ject loſes an Advantage, but then another 
gains it; and in the Reſult, the Kingdom nei- 
ther gains nor loſes by the Excluſn . But 
with regard to the Levant Company, Indivi- 
duals have an Advantage, and the whole 
Kingdom ſuffers in its Trade and Richeg 
for the ſake of a few Monopoliſts, who do 
not gain, in their collective Capacity, an 
Eighth Part of what the State loſes on their 
Account. For Example, if the Company can 
gain 20 per Cent. by exporting only 500,000, _ 
| per Annum, and could gain only 10 per Cent. 
by exporting 1, ooo, ooo J. per Annum, as we 
know they would eſpouſe the f Scheme 
of Trade before the /aft, we are certain, that _ 
the Nation would loſe 500,000). per Annum, 
for the Company to gain 10 per Cent. extraor= 
dinary on war Treg... 0c 1-£ 
But tho' the exclufive Privileges, enjoyed 
by Corporations, are not ſo injurious: to the 
Trade of a Nation as thoſe exerciſed by Com- 
panes of Merchants, yet it will be found upon 
Examination, that they are unjuſt, and debar 
the Inhabitants of this Country from their 
natural Liberty, and the means of ſubſiſting 
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* Provided it does not raiſe the Price of Commodities fot : 
a foreign Market, which if it does not, where is the Advan- 
tage of Excluſions ? We ſhall ſee by and by that it was _ 
the Opinion of De Wit, that high Prices are a natural Con- 
ſequence of excluſive Privileges in Trade; and ſo far as 
they affect foreign Trade muſt be a national Iujury, 5 
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[un] 
by their honeſt Induſtry in the manner they 
ſhall chooſe, and which ſhall appear moſt 


convenient for them, _ 


To the. end that the Reader may not 


| conjecture theſe Sentiments to be barely the 
 Revweries, and Opinions of the Writer, the 


following Extracis are made; as alſo to con- 


vince him, that the Great and Wiſe have en- 


tertained the ſame Thoughts upon thoſe Sub- 


Thucydides informs us, that ſuch as by 
War or Sedition were driven out of other 


States withdrew to Athens, as to a Sanctuary, 


where, receiving the Freedom of the City, the 
People increaſed to ſuch a Degree that At. 
tica was incapable of containing them; ſo 
that they were obliged to ſend out their Su- 
perfluities with which they eſtabliſh'd Colonies 


in Ionia. And yet, notwithſtanding this, they 


naturalized all the Plateans at once, being only 
their Allies, but oppreſs d by their Enemies. 


ppbon, ſays to the ſame Pu 


That great Captain and Philoſopher, Xeno- 


rpoſe; A great 
Improvement in the State might be made 


by Laws to favour Strangers who ſettle 
among us. It will be an effectual Induce- 
ment to Foreigners to reſide with us to take 


off all public Marks of Di 


4X 
* 


ſbonour from them. 


3 It would be prudent alſo to give them waſte 
Lands to build on without the Walls. Re- 


* 


wards and Honours ought to be beſtowed 
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upon thoſe who procure Foreigners to ſettle 
at Athens. It would likewiſe be for the Ho- 
nour and Advantage of the State to give Pre- 
cedence to all: foreign Seamen and Merchants, 
and to invite them to the City-Fraſtis. And 
it is manifeſt beyond all Contradiction, that 
our Trade and Commerce would be extended, 
our Exportations and Importations increaſed, 
and the ſtanding. Income and Revenue of the. 
State improved, in proportion to the foreign | 
Seumen and Merchants of all kinds that ſhall _ 
eſtabliſh themſelves among us. 5 

To the Improvement of theſe Articles of 
our Revenue, nothing more 1s required than 
a general Lenity and Indulge: ce in cur public 
Laws, and an wprverſal ucouragement and 
Protection to & frangers.” Thus far Xenophon. 

From 2 it aroſe that above One-tenth 
of the Inhabitants of Attica was 8 Aliens, or 
Sgiourners, Þ hh their Slaves, which is 
equal to what a Million of Foreigners would 
be amongſt us. 

Tho * nef bon did not immediately attack 
the Laws of the Athenians, with regard to 
the Freedom of the City in his time (when 
that People was grown more fparing of Na- 
turalization, the City being in the Height of 
its Glory, and Attica overflowing with 1nba- 
hitants, which it ſent into Colonies) he bein 
doubtleſs conſcious of the monqpoliſb Diſpoſi- 
tion of many of the Mechanic Citizens; yet it is 
Ar t ma- 


manifeſt from his Arguments, that he didnot at 


all approveofanyexclufue Privileges. Ihe whole 
Tenor of his Reaſonings upon the ſtate of the 


© ArthenianAﬀeairs, tends to jap the very Foun- 
dations of all Monopolies and Excluſions. To 


imagine he favour d any Exciufions, would be 
to ſuppoſe him inconſiſtent with himſelf. 


He proceeded as far as the Diſpoſition of the 
Times would admit, attacked their Police 


obliquely, but not directly. Like a judici- 


ous Artiſt, he touch'd their Botches and cor- 


rupt Parts with a lenient and gentle Hand, 


-as the Pride of the Democracy would not per- 
mit him to probe their Sores to the Quick, 


without Clamour. 
Human Nature hath been much the ſame 
in all Ages: And doubtleſs in Xenophon's 


Days, there were Malecontents ready to em- 
broil Affairs, and work upon the Ignorance 


and Prejudice of the Intereſted; which made 
him the more cautious, with reſpect to Na- 


turalization, There are, and have always 


been, a Set of Men, who, from Pride, and 
an overweening Conceit of their own Talents, 
imagine themſelves qualified for Government, 


© and to be unjuſtly dealt with, by being ex- 


cluded from enjoying a Share of its Admin/tra- 
tion its Honours, and its Profits ; whilſt thoſe 


Powers, Dignities, and Emoluments, are Pearls 


unworthy to be caſt before ſuch Swrne. 
Theſe Men are not calculated to build up and 
Ke ſupport, 


[44] 


ſupport, but, like Day-Labotrers, they can 


pull down, deſtroy, and make a Smother, 


They have not Sill enough to calm a Tu- 


mult, but they have Craft enough to raiſe a 
Clamour. Their Abilities are uncapable of 


doing any Good, but juſt ſufficient to do Mif- 


chief. Their Buz may corrupt weak Princes, 
and plague wiſe Ones: They may fly-blow 


and contaminate the ſound Parts of Govern- 
ment, but are unable to reſtore the roten, or the 


tainted. There have been ſuch Men in our Days, 


and doubtleſs there were likewiſe in Xenspkon's 


time, which prevented his ſpeaking ſo freely 


with relation to the Laws of Naturalization, 


as otherwiſe he would have done; tho), in 


truth, he hath ſaid enough to diſcover himſelf 


to the Wiſe, 8 
The Roman King, Tullius Hgſtilius, like a 


politic Stateſman, gave the Freedom of the 


City to the perfidious Albans, and incorpo- 
rated them with his own People. He pu- 
niſh'd their Treachery, by ſacking and razing 
their City; but inſtead of deſtroying the 


People, he adopted the Nobles into the Senate, 


the Artificers he engrafted among the Me- 
chanicks, the common People he blended in 
the Tribes, and the able-bodied Men he en- 
roll'd in his Troops. And yet we do not find 


that there was the leaſt Cry-out of the Danger 


of the Church; or of the Conſtitution, from 
Foreigners ; or that Strangers were introduced 
70 
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ts cat the Bread out of the Mouths of the Na- 
tives. But inſtead of Rome's being weaken'd 
by Diviſians and Seditions, ariſing from the 
Privileges and Immunities granted to an 
Enem, who had, contrary to their public 
Faith, meditated the Deſtruction of the Ra- 


mans, from this very Period, ſhe raiſed her 


| Creſt, and awaken'd the Jealouſy of all her 


Ws . 
The Hiſtorian Liuy informs us, that Rome 
grew ſo powerful by the Ruin of Alba, that 
the Sabines began to dread its Neighbour- 
hood, from that additional Strength, and to 
caſt about them for Alliances to preſerve the 
Ballance of Power in Equihbrio among the 
Halian States. Thus, by the ſole Policy of 
Naturalization, Reme became formidable, and 
laid the Foundation of its future Empire. 


II be ſame Policy they govern'd themſelves 
by. in laying the Foundations of Empire, 


they conſtantly exerciſed in raiſing its Super- 


ſtructure. My Lord Bacon obſerves upon 


their Conduct, that all States which are liberal 


of Naturalization, are fit for Empire. Never 


any State, ſays he, was ſo open to receive 


Strangers into their B 
mans; therefore it ſorted with them accord- 
_- ingly; for they grew to the greateſt Monar- 
cy. Their manner was to grant Naturali- 
ation, which they call'd Jus Civitatis, and 
do grant it too, in the higheſt degree; that 


ody, as were the Ro. 


18, 
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is, not only Jus Commercii, jus Connubii, jus 


Heæreditatis, but alſo, Jus Suffragii, and Jus 
honorum : That is, not only the Freedom of 
'Trade and Commerce, the Privileges of Inter- 
marriages, | and Inheritance, but alſo the 


Rights of Election, and the Honours of Ma- 
giſtracy. My Lord continues, and fays, that 


this was not only granted to /mgular Perſons, 
but alſo to whole Families and Cities, and 
ſometimes even to whole Nations: So that 
it was not the Romans ſpread upon the whole 
World, but the whole World ſpread _-w the 
Romans. Thus far my Lord. 

But the Romans were ſo polite and gene- 
rous, that they not only naturaliz'd Foreign- 
ers, but their Gods too, and gave them the 
Privileges of free Denigens, as well as their 
| Worſhipers. Nay they were once going to 
make Jeſus Chrijt a God free of their City, 
and to adopt him into their Pantheon, or Ca- 
rtholic Church. But when, by their Politeneſs 
and Complaiſance to Foreigners, their Gods 
grew too numerous, they made a Draught 
from them, and ſent them into their Colonies 


as well as their Men. Varro tells us ny | 


had above 30,000 Gods. 
Thoſe were a People born for Empire, and 
purſued a Policy proper for attaining it. But 


inhoſpitable Britons ſeem worſe than ſavage 


Beaſts, for one Species of theſe does not exclude 
another from the ſame Woods and Foreſts. 


We 
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We ſeem rather to be a-kin to Lucans 
Bafſiliſe, 

Who drives all other Serpents . the Plains, 
And all alone in the vaſt Deſart reigns. 


From the foregoing Accounts, the Engli/þ 
are neither fit for Trade nor Empire, but only 


to live by themſelves like Lucen's Baſil:ſ. 


In the next Place let us take a Revi of 


ſome of the Conſequences of this :2hoſprzable 
Diſpoſition of the Engliſh Nation, this ridi- 


culous Jealouſy of Foreigners. 


That famous Dutch Politician, John de Wit, 


informs us, that after the takin g Antwerp by 


the Prince of Parma in the Year 158 5, the 
Proteſtant Merchants were inclined to ſettle 


in England, by reaſon of its great Peace and 


good Situation *. But they were diſcouraged 
by the unequal Taxes and Aliens Duties. Bea 


files this, all Strangers, he ſays, are excluded 
from their Guilds and Halls of Trade and 


Manufactures ; ſo that none have freedom 
to work, either as Journeymen or Maſter- 
Workmen, ſave in that whereof the Inha- 


bitants are ignorant. All which made them 


think England no fit Place to ſettle in. 


Margaret, Dutcheſs of Parma, tells her Brother, Philip II. 
King of Spain, that 30,000 Families fled with all their Ef- 
fects, in one Year. Perſecution, and dread of the Tribu- 
nal of the Inquiſition, were the principal Cauſes of this Mi- 


gration. Vid. Strade de Bello Belgico. | 
B To 


[ 18 |] 
| To the fame Purport the learned Biſhop 
3 Avranches remarks, with regard to the 
Eng hiſh Nation and thoſe Times. | 
Alder, ſays he, the ſacking of Antwerp, 


by the Prince of Parma, in 1576, and the 


Siege of the ſame Place, and Blockade of the 
Scheld, in 1585, it was aſtoniſhing that the 


| Merchants ſhould ſettle at Amſterdam, and 


not in England, where all the Ports were 
fo commodious for Trade. The Proteſtants 
would have prefer'd England to all other 
Countries, had it not been for the Taxes 


and Cuſtoms which Foreigners were to Pays 


and which the Native Eng/iſh were ex 


from. Foreigners were likewiſe lade = 
all Companies and Societies of Trade, ſo that 


none were allow'd to work, either as 8 
or Maſters, unleſs at ſuch Trades as the Na- 
ri ves were unacquainted with, fo that none 


went thither but ſuch as wrought in Serges, 


Damaſks, a, &c. Thus far Mon- 
| Howe Hier. 


Oo! tempara, 0! Mores. 


After this Manner rofe the Opulence and 
Splendor of Amſterdam, upon the Folly and 
Self/lneſs of England, which {till preſerves 
the Character. Horace gave of it near 1800 
Years ago, in his Ode to Melpomene: 


iam Britannos boſpitibus fr,. 
9 1 e But 
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But ſhall we never ſhake off the Barbariſm 
of our Savage Anceſtors ? 
* Here we have the Stupidity and Inboſpi- 
> tality of the Engliſb Nation, gibbeted up as 
= — 7 of Infamy, and a Warning to Poſte- 
by a Roman Biſhop and a Republican 
Sarge, different in their religious and 
political Sentiments, yet both concurring to 
ineer at and damn our Folly. Here we have 
Theory, Practice and Example admoniſhing 
us to renounce our national Barbariſm, and 
to alter our municipal and commercial Poli- 
ty. How long, like the Adder, ſhall we re- 
main deaf to the Voice of the Charmer ? 
Good Gods! what have been our Rulers, 
our Stateſinen, our Senators? Themiſtocles ſaid, 
| tho! he could not play upon the Fiddle, he 
knew how to make a little City a great one: 
But the Talents of ſome Politicians ſeem to 
be the Reverſe; and they follow Maxims 
which tend to make a great City a little one. 
Tho' it be impoſſible to make a little City a 
2 one, without alluring People to ſettle in 
yet thoſe wrong-headed Politicians, to 
AM _ their City great, invent Terrors to 
| ſcare Inhabitants from reſiding among them. 
Concerning Naturalization, Sir Joſab 
Cuild obſerves; That an Act of Naturali ga- 
tion of Strangers would tend to the Ad- 
vancement of 7. rade and increaſe the Va- 
— | lue of the Lands in this Kingdom. And 
t WM = "IE 3 this, 
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this, he ſays, is now ſo generally o own'd 
and aſſented to, by all Degrees of; Men 


amongſt us; that I doubt not, but a ſhort 


Time will produce ſome AF, or Ads, of 
Parliament to that Purpoſe. 


In Italy, he ſays, the grand Dulo'of Tuſ. 


cany, and other Princes, allow even the 
Jews not only perfect Liberty and Security, 


but give them the Privilege of making Laws 
among themſelves ! 

What a Shame 1s it to our Religion and 
Nation, that bloody Papiſts, afford a peace- 
ful Aſylum to A whilſt Chri/ffzans and 
Prag exclude their diſtreſs d and Perſe- 

cuted Brethren ? 

About the Year 1686; the B King 
made Mar{eilles a Free-Port : Upon this, 
ſome of the Fews at Leghorne had an Incli- 


mation to remove from thence and ſettle at 


Marſeilles. But the great Duke was fo 
ſenſible of the Advantages, that the Fews 
brought to the Trade of his Emporium, that 
immediately a Law was made, forbidding 
Chriſtians to purchaſe any Houſe of a Few, 
that they might be under a Neceſſity of re- 
ſiding in Tuſcany. 

Monſieur Melo ſays, it is reported, that 
when Ferdinand and Jabella expell'd the 


Meors, thoſe unfortunate Creatures implored 


a Settlement in the waſte Lands of Bour- 
deaux, but were rejected, upon account of 


Reli- 


5 
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ſettling 


E 
Religion. But we lately, ſays he, fooliſhly 
ſent back 4000 Germans, who ſollicited to 
plant a Colony for us, tho' no Pretence of 


that kind could be offered. He continues: 


__ « Togrubup f7e/b Lands is to conquer new 
Countries, without rendering any one Per- 


ſon miſerable, The waſte Lands between 
| Bourdeaux and Bayonne, are near Twenty 


Leagues in Diameter. The Legiſlator, who 
ſhall people them, will render his Country a 


greater Piece of Service, than he who, by a 
_ bloody War, acquires ſuch an Extent of Ter- 


ritory. But he will not appear with ſuch 
Eclat in the Eyes of the Vulgar ; becauſe 
ſuch Acquiſitions are made without the Ha- 


 2ards of War, the Loſs of Men, or exciting 


the Jealouſy of his Neighbours.” Thus he 
tacitly + 20265 the French Miniſtry for not 

oſe Ger man-Peaſants in the Foreſts 
about Bourdeaux &. 


The King of Perſia, Shah Abbas I. or Ablas the Great, as he 
was call'd, was ſo ſenſible of the Advantages ariſing to a Com- 
munity, from the populouſneſs of its Inhabitants, that after 
he had conquer'd Armenia, and Georgia, he tranſplanted the 
Armenians from Julpha to Iſpaban, employ'd them in raiſing 
Silk, which they were ſkilful in, the Recult of which amounts 
to 12,000,000 Pounds Weight per Aunum, worth 5 J. per Ib. 
Sterling (and as Commodities are not above One- third ſo 
dear there as in England), equal to ꝙ Millions per Annum; 
and thoſe who were Perſons of Genius and Dexterity he 


made his Fa#ors and Merchants, in every Part of Europe and 


Afia; and always found they ſerved him with the greateſt 
Fidelity and Honour, | 5 


3 : How 


1 22 1 


How powerful! how populous ! might- 


we be, if all the waſte Lands in the three 
King 6 1 were cultivated and inhabited? 


An as I obſerved before, it is the Opinion 


of ſome, that our waſte Lands and waſte Seas, 


would ſubſiſt ten times as Dany People as we. 
have, if made a proper uſe o 
But, like Savages, we ſeem. to delight i in 


Deſerts, Foreſts, and uncultivated Mountains, 
and to hate Foreigners, tho' we ourſelves are 


an Olio of the Dregs of all Nations. Like 
the Dog in the Manger, we have been con- 


ſtantly ſuarling at our induſtrious Neigh- 


bours, who %% in our Seas, tho' we have 


neglected that ineſtimable Mine of Wealth, 
and Source of Power, ourſelves. Here a 
mixture of Pity and Tndignation ariſes in my 
Breaſt towards my ſavage Countrymen; and 


in the Warmth of my Zeal for the public 


| Good, J cannot help exclaiming, To what 
malevolent Demon hath the Wrath of 


Heaven conſign'd us ? | 
But our monopohfh Spirit is not confined to 


Foreigners; we exclude each other from the 


common Privileges of Freemen and Coun- 
trymen, as far as lies in our Power. Thus 
Corporations ferret out every one who is not 


initiated into their own Body; and will not 


ſuffer a poor Mechanic to exerciſe his Induf- 


try among them to p:ocure him Bread. This 


ſavours of the unſocial, Javage, and cruel, and 
8 
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red 


might be demonſtrated to be as 7mpolitie, as 


it is un wp and barbarecus. 


The fame De Wit, quoted above, fon, 
with relation to Corporations : © In the next 


Tr it follows, that there ſhould be a ple- 


ary Liberty for all People who will cohabit 
= us, to follow any Occupation for a Live- 
lihood, without any dear bought Freedom ; 
but only by virtue of a fx'd Habitation, to 
have the common Right, which is very ne- 
ceſſary for keeping tha People we have, and 
inviting Strangers to come among Us. 'Tis 
certain that our Manigfactures and Traffic, 
cannot be preſerved without Strangers, much 


leſs improved. It is likewiſe certain among 


the endleſs Advantages which accrue to Hol- 
land by Strangers, and which might accrue 
more, our Farmers may likewiſe be profited. 


It is alſo neceſlary that all Strangers, that are 


Maſters, Journeymen, Conſumptioners, Mer- 
chants, and Traders, &c. ſhould live peace- 
ably amongſt us, without any Diſturbance, 
Let, Hinderance, or Moleſtation whatſoever, 


and uſe their own E/tates and Trades, as they 


ſhall judge beſt. 

It is notorious, that People, who, to the 
Pre udice of the common Good, would ex- 
clude others, who are likewiſe Inhabitants of 
this Land, from the common Means of Sub- 
ſiſtance, or out of the reſpective Cities, and 
for that End, would have ſome peculiar Fa- 


ä voi 
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vour from the Rulers beyond the reſt, are 


very pernicious and miſcbie vous Inhabitants. 
It is likewiſe certain, that a State which can- 
not ſubſiſt of itſelf, ought not to deny that 
Strangers ſhould live among them with equal 


Freedom with fhemſelves, under the Pretence 
of the Privileges and Rights of Cities; nor 
ſhould they exclude any Strangers, but endea- 
vour continually to allure in new Inhabitants, 


elſe ſach a State will fall to Ryin. Ina 


word, Patent Companies, Guilds, and Halls, 


do certainly exclude many ze eful Inhabitants 
from Manufacture and Traffic.“ 


Here this great Stateſman, Patriot, 2 
Merchant, informs us, that Holland would 
fall to Ruin, its Manufactures and Frafic 
decline, were it not for a continual Flux and 


Accretion of Strangers. And yet this Country 
is ſo populous, that there are not Proviſions 
enough grown 1n it in 7 Years to ſerve its 
Inhabitants one. If it be politic to allure Fo- 
reigners to ſettle in ſuch a Country, how 
much more uſeful to entice them by all man- 
ner of Artifices and Inducements to reſide in 


a Country that hath its Lands not half cul- 


trvated, its Coaſts full of fine Harbours unem- 


ploy'd, its Seas full of Fiſh anus d, and its Soil 


full of Mines unwrougnt ? 
IF in the Opinion of this great Rater 
thoſe who ſeek for excluſrue Privileges in 
the Cities of Holland, tho' the Country is 
ſo exeedin gly populous, are miſchievous Sub- 
jects, 
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jects, what muſt all our Corporation Towns 


and Cities in England be ? nay what muſt 
the City of London be, where, by. making the 
Reſidence of Strangers difficult, the Suburbs 


are grown ten times as big as the Corpora- 


tion; where oftentimes 3 or 400 Houles 
ftand vacant in a Pariſh within the City- 
Walls ; and where likewiſe many do not let 
at ſo high a Rent as they would, if ſituated 
in ſome Country Towns ? But that we ma 

be more ſenſible of the bad Influence of 
theſe excluſive Privileges, and the Injury 
they do their very Abertors, we need only 
take a Survey of all the Kingdom, and ſee 
how the antient Corporations and Cities 
dwindle into Villages, whilſt our open free 
Towns have grown up into populous Cities *. 
Ridiculous therefore are all thoſe Privileges. 


and pernicious even to the Inhabitants who 


claim them, whatever vain Opinion they 
may entertain of their Monopoly. If this be 


true, how much muſt the Lands adjacent to 


all Corporations be injured by theſe ridiculous 
Exclufions ? | 

Ihe Reaſonings of this great Man are 
ſo juſt, and forcible, ſo full and convincing, 
that tis unneceſſary to add any thing farther 
upon this Head from our own Writers. 


Amon many Inſtances, I will give only one, vir. the 
Town and Pariſh of Hallifax in Yorkfaire, which about forty 


Years ago, contained only 25,000 Souls, which are now 
increaſed to 1 20,000 Inhabitants. | 


| We 
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We ſhall only give the Reader' a call 


Piece of Hiſtory Kor regard to Halls and 


Guilds, which evinces how ſenſible the Peo- 
ple are in general of the 1ju/tice done them 
by Zorporation-Excluſions. 

My Author ſays; The Flemings, who are 
the neareſt Neighbours of France, and inha- 


bit a fertile and pleaſant Country, were the 
firſt that invented the Art of fabricating 


Stuffs, which augmented extremely under 


Baldwin Earl of Flanders, who, in the Year 


960, invented and eſtabliſh'd annual Fairs in 


the Towns of the Low Countries, with an 
_ Exemption from all Duties of Importation 


and Exportation, as likewiſe from all Im 

ſitions whatever; by which the Commerce of 
this Country was extremely augmented, and 
continued to increaſe for 300 Years together, 


till the Invention of Pubhc-Halls and Com- 


panies, where, under the Pretence of examin- 
ing if the Merchandizes were not debaſed, 
they made Attempts to confine the Manu- 
factures to the Cities. But as all Reſtraint is 


burtful 4% commerce *, ſo this produced a 
quite 


* Tout cela eſt ruine- .--parce qu'on a forme des Com- 
panies de Negoce dont tout le utilite eſt devenue ſuſpecte 
par la mauvaiſe Conduite des Adminittrateurs, outre la gene 


qui veſulte des Loix qu' elles ic font impoſees contre le 


Foo evident que Ja Liberte eſt l' ame du Commerce. 


Monfieur le Count de Boulainwelliers, du Commerce d Ypres. 
| The 
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quite different Effect, and drove the Manu-: 
_ ee into the Villages, from whence, they 
were again forced to remove, by the War 
that broke out afterwards between France. 


and Flanders, which obliged them at laſt to 


fit down at Leuvain and T rirlemont in Brabant. 
But it feems they were not better treated 


in this laſt Situation, and the Examination 


A2. 5 . 
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in the Myſteries of ſeveral Woollen Draperies unknown to 


they underwent at the Public Halls, with the 
high Impoſts laid upon them, ſoon occaſioned 
a a very great Revolution in Commerce. For 


theſe YVexations having cauſed a Sedition at 
Ghent which ended in the Murder of two 
Sher:ffs and eleven of the principal Inhabi- 
tants; and parallel Commotions hapning af- 
terwards at Bruges, where no leſs than fifteen 
thouſand Inhabitants were left dead on the 
Spot, and again at Ypres in 1303, upon the 


ſame Occaſion, where the whole Senate was 


| maſſacred; many of the Guilty Workmen 


took Refuge in England *, where they in- 
| 15 | troduced 

The Trade of Ypres is run to Ruin through the illicit 
Practices of the Directors of the trading Companies, and 
the vexatious Rules they have eſtabliſh'd, contrary to the 


> moſt ſelf-evident Maxim, viz. that Liberty is the very Soul of 


Commerce. | 
* This is not true; for a great Inundation hapning 


if upon the Flemiſb Coaſt in the Reign of William Rufus, that 
Prince invited the Manufacturers, who eſcaped the Deluge, . 


to ſettle in England, where they inſtructed the Inhabitants 
them 


. 
troduced the firſt Knowledge of Drapery; 
and others eſtabliſh'id themſelves in th 
Countries each Side the Maeſe, particularly 
at Leyden in the Province of Holland. 


Another Hiſtorian, much to the fame Pur- 


port, ſays; From the Time of Baldwin, the 


Manufacture of Stuffs flouriſh'd in Flanders 


for 300 Years ſucceſſively, altho' theſe Com- 
mo dities were conſumed only in France and 
Germany, till the many prejudicial and hurt 
ful Laws of the Halls, which, at firſt, were 


framed on Pretence of preventing Deceit and 
the Debafng Commodities, but were in 
Truth intended to fix thoſe Manufactures to 
the Cities. But at laſt having by Force, which 


is ever prejudicial to Trade, driven much of 


the Manfacture out of the Cities into the 


Villages, the Wars between France and Flan- 


ders, drove it back from the Villages to Tie- 


nen and Louvain in Brabant. But the Bra- 


banters being as imprudent as the Flemings, 
did by the ſame Follies, vzz. the Vexations of 
the Halls, and Laws of the Guilds, together 
with Impoſts upon the Manufactures during 
the War againſt France, occaſion many Tu- 
mults and Uproars among the Weavers, about 
a 100 Years after in Flanders, where at Ghent 


them before, tho' it is certain ſome Species of Woollen 
Goods were manufactured there in the Lime of the Hep- 
tarchy. See Hrrel's Hiſt. of England, Fabian, Cc. 


* 
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in the Year 1301, in a Tumult occaſioned 
by ſome coerfive Laws and Orders about theit 
Occupation, there were ſlain /wo Magiſtrates 


and eleven other Inhabitants. And at Bruges 
the next Year, for the ſame Cauſe, there 


were ſlain above 1500 in a Tumult. Like- 


wiſe at Ypres, the Yoght or chief Magiſtrate, 
with the Ten Scheefens, being all the Ma- 
giſtrates of the City, were kill d. 

And ſuch like unfortunate Accidents hap- 
pen'd afterwards in Brabant amongſt others 


at Louvain, where, in a great Tumult of the 


Cloth-Weavers, with their Adherents, divers 


Magiſtrates were ſlain in the Council-Houſe, 


and ſeveral of the Offenders fled into England, 
and firſt eſtabliſh'd the Art of Drapery. But 
many Cloth-Weavers diſperſed themſelves 
into Holland and ſettled at Leyden. 

Here we may clearly perceive, that there 
was the ſame monopoliſh Spirit in Flanders 
400 Years ago, as now in England. The 
ſpecious Pretext for erecting Halls and Guilds 
were the ſame as at preſent, namely, the 


preventing Frauds, and to ſee that Gods were 


made to the h:ghe/f Perfection: But the true 
Defign was to confine the Trade to the great 
Towns, and to the Hands of a Corporation; 
as likewiſe to limit its Bcunds for the Emo- 
lument of the Head- ManufaFurers, that they 
might obtain high Prices, and gain large 
Proms, - 


Here 
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when it found its ſelf between two Fires, 
and harraſs'd with Corporation Laws within, 
dreadful and bloody were the r 


and of its being communicated to Foreigners, 
namely the Engliſh and Dutch. And all 


Reſtraints upon Trade in Cities, naturally 


Netherlands; we will, in the next Place, 


| Tnhabitants, and now it hath not 10 thouſand Souls, cr 
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Here we may ſee alſo how Trade hates 
Reſtraint; for when it was under Goercions 
in the Cities, it fled to the Villages, and tar- 
ried till the Sword forced it back again. But 


attack'd by the Sword without, and vex'd 


then the Manufacturers loſt all Patience, and 


This was alſo the Reaſon of its Diſperſion, * 


theſe unfortunate Conſequences were the 
Effects of the Corporations and Guilds. 1 
Here we may obſerve likewiſe, that 5 


drive it into the free Towns and Villages, ſo 
that the Advantages the Guilds dream they 
enjoy are merely viſionary ; and whilſt they 
think they embracea Geddeſs, in Truth, like 
Lion, they poſſeſs only a Cloud. | 

Having ſeen the Sentiments of De Wit, 
with regard to Corporations, and traced Winnie 
of the fatal Conſequences of them in the 
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cite his Opinion of * of Merchants 


_ * Refore theſe Tamults, Ypres N above 200, ooo 


above one-twentieth of the People it could produce when 1 
was in the Zenith of its Luſtre and Reputation for Draperies. 
 Voy ez Tlat de la France par le Count de Baulainvilliers. 
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KM cftabliſhedwithexclufve Privileges and Powers 
; © of forming By-laws, &c. 
Alter this celebrated Stateſman and Mer- 
+> chant hath ſhewn how neceſſary Toleration 
„of Religion is in a Commercial Country, he 
| = goes on, and fays, * That we ought not to curb 


or reſtrain our Citizens and Natives an 
more than Strangers, by ſelect and autho- 

riſed Companies and Guilds, or by Patent 
1 Companies, ſuch as the Indian Societies. Ir 

Is certainly non, that ſuch Patents and Grants 
14% not produce the ableſt Merchants. Select 
Companies, think they need not fear others 
. KK who are more zngenous and induſtrious than 
t DE rhemſelves, ſhall leſſen their Profits; andthere= 
y | fore their certain Gains make them dull and | 
3 lleſs inquiſitive; whereas, on the other fide, | 
y ve fay, Neceſſity makes the old Wife trot, 
7 = 
e 


ger makes raw Beans ſweet, and Poverty 

— Ingenuzty. 
- = WF 1s certain, that the licenſed monopolifing 
„Companies, by the Unfaithfulneſs, Charge- 
e | ableneſs and Negligence of their Agents, 
« © who are not willing to drive on any Trade 
- 4 tenger than it yields exceſſive Profit, muſt 
needs gain very confiderably in all their 
Trade, or otherwiſe they will relinquiſh every 
1 Country which yields it not, which never- 
theleſs by our common Inhabi tants would be 
ND Lene ifully carried on. 


In 


PL Sas 
In this Reſpect it is worthy Obſervation; 
that the Greenland Company made little Pro- 


fit of their Fiſhing, and every Thing was badly 
managed. But now every one equips their 


Veſſels at the cheapeſt Rate, follows the 
Fiſhing diligently, and manages all care- 
fully, fifteen Ships to one are employed: 

and the common Inhabitants do exerciſe that 
Fiſhery to the much greater Benefit of the 


Country, than whil/? it was under the ma- 
nagement of a Company, and carried on by a 


Few. 

Here it may be e d, that this Com- 
fany had a Grant of their Patent in 1622, 
and were diſſolvd in 1644: The Advan- 


tages which aroſe afterwards from the Free- 
dom of this Trade may be in ſome meaſure 
* of from their Captures. 577 


In the Vear 1697 

129 Dutch Veſſels took . 12 55 Whales 
The Engliſb Greenland Com- _ 5 
pany wor -- 000. wy 
In 1725 t dg erbar 

144 Dutch Veſſels took 248 r Whales 
12 Engiſh Greenland Comm 

pany's s Veſlcls took 25 

The Value of the Dutch Captures in 1 697 


was 228,747 J. And here it may be noted, 


that the great Captures the Dutch 8 
0 


. 
do not appear to ariſe from any Skill ſuperior 
> to what the Engl Fiſhermen are poſſeſsd 
y of: for the Engliſb, in 1725, caught more 


ir Whales, in proportion, than the Durch. But 


OM Again, fays the ſame great Man. We 
:: IF have quite loſt our Trade to Guinea and the | 
at MWeſt-Indies ”— a Company. So that we can- "i 
Ee not cry up that Company, who have bound 

;- & tp the Hands of particular Men; on the A 


a KF contrary, that Company hath impoveriſh'd a = 
Y great many of our good Inhabitants : Where- | 
1 as, by an open Trade we ſhould have eaſily de- . 
25 fended Brazil, Guinea, Angola, and St. Thomas, 6 
n- Kc. and have enjoyed great Advantages, all = 
e- which we are deprived of; the common — 
re Fruit of Monopolies and Companies. T1» | 
- | The States, and the Prince of Orange, 


thought it convenient to continue the miſ- 
chievous Charter to the Ea/t-Ind:a Company 
for 21 Years to come. But in the end the 
= States-General found, that the Trade of the 
Companies was carried on to the ſo great Pre- 
Judice of the People who were excluded, that if 
es our Government had then, and ſhould now 
deal in the fame manner with the Trade 
of Europe, by erecting excluffrve Companies, not 
one-tenth part of the Inhabitants of Holland 
would be able to live and earn their Bread. 
But theſe Sentiments are not peculiar to | 
De Wit and other great Stateſmen in Hol- *: 
n = „„ W 
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land, but tally alſo with the Opinions ofthe 
beſt Judges of Trade we have had in Eng- 
land. a OT WY 
Sir Joſeph Child remarks in his Time, 
That tho' the Dutch have no Eaſtland 


Companies, yet they have ten times as 


much Trade, as we who carry on thoſe 
Trades by Companies ; and in Spain, Por- 
tugal and Italy, where no Companies direct, 
we have as much Trade as they. And for 
Ruſſia and Greenland where we have Com- 
panties, the Dutch have forty times as much 
Trade as we. And finally, he remarks, 
that we have declined more in our Trades 
limited to Companies than any others. 


Again he ſays; I know not why 22 


ſhould be debar d from trading to Turkey, 
or forced to pay a great Fine, &c. ſo as he 


ſubſcribes to Conſulage, &c. He pro- 
cceds, and clearly and rationally proves, 


that a Shop-keeper, or any one ought to be 


admitted into all Companies, and that no 
Body of Merchants ought to enjoy any ex- 


cluſſwe Privileges in Trade. 
Mr. Pollexfen, the Author of Britannia 


Languens; Sir Matthew Decker ; and all 


diſintereſted Merchants, join in the fame 
Sentiments ;. but thoſe who ſhare the Plun- 


der of a Monopoly, never ſpeak out till they 
have done with Trade. This was the Caſe 


of fome above-mentioned, 
8 When 


. 
When the African Company was firſt eſta- 
bliſh'd, Redwood, a Drug uſed in dying 
Woollen-Cloths, advanced in Price from 
261. a Tun to 8ol. when it was monopoliſed 


by the Company. At the ſame Time, Woollen 


Goods for the Market fell 15 per Cent. So 


that the Materials in the Manufacture were 


render'd dearer, and the Manufacture ſunk 
in Price to the Injury of all the Land- holders 
in great Britain, whoſe Eſtates fed Sheep: 
And to whoſe Benefit? Why, truly to the 
Benefit of a few Directors and Managers 
only. And'tis well known, that Twenty Ships 
are employed now, to one that were for- 
merly employed by the Company 
In the Reigns of James the firſt, Charles 


the firſt, and Charles the ſecond, when 


Patents, Monopolies and Licences for Pre- 
emptions were a Court-Traffic, tis well 


known, what large Sums were diſburſted 


to procure Patents and Exclufrve-Privileges. 
The ſpecious pretext was always the Pub- 


lic-Good: Thus ſome Perſons purchaſed 


the ſole Privilege of collecting old Rags, 
and others, of ſelling Cabbages for the Pub- 
lic-Good. But who is ſo weak now, as 
to think, a Body of Men would diſburſt 
40, or wage to ſell Cabbages for the 
public-Good Tis manifeſt whatever was 
the Pretence, the Deſign was to repay 
0 them- 
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themſelves double, by ſelling their Com- 
modities at their own Price, which was 
the ſame, in Effect, as a Cant o tax the 
People and ruin foreign Trade, oppreſs the 
Poor and plunder the Rich. 

*Tis certain, the final Iſſue of all Guilds, 
Halls, Corporations, and Companies, with 
| Powers of making By-laws, and exclufrve 
Privileges, are not only an Ohſtruction of 
the Freedom of Trade, a Clog upon Ge- 
nius and Induſtry, and a Deprivation of the 
Subject of his natural Rights; but alſo a 
Tax upon the Rich in general, and upon 
all the Poor who do not participate of the 
Advantages of the Exclu/ion, by being one 
of the Body who ſhare the Plunder. 
For, as De Wit obſerves, the true Inte- 
| reſt of Companies conſiſts ; in making the 
greateſ Profit with the /eaff Traffic and 
Navigation. As it is acknowledged, that 
if the Eaſl-India Company by producing 
a Scarcity of Spices, can gain as much 
by ſelling a 100 Laſts, as by ſelling a 1000, 
they will burn the other ooo as a Super- 
fuity. And this Sir William Ti emple in- 
forms us is their conſtant Practice in the 
Indies. But the Loſs from hence ariſing 
to th Dutch Nation, mult be inconceivably 
great. 


2 


In 
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In the Year 1654, 55 and 56, the Trade 


of the Engliſh to the Eaſt-Indies was open 


to every Man ; at which Time we under- 
ſold the Dutch, and rob'd them of their 
Markets. And here it may not be impro- 
per to Remark, to ſhew the beneficial Ef- 
feats of reſtraining Trade to Companies; 
that about the Year 1694, the Eaſt-India 
Company exported no Woollens for four 
Years together, ſo that there was great 
want of this Commodity in the Eaftern 
Markets. This Scarcity induced ſome Per- 
frans, &c. Merchants, to make a Voyage to 
England to purchaſe our Woollen Cloths; 
but this the Eaſl-India Company oppoſed 
with all their Might, and prevailed ſo far 
as to tax their Purchaſes with an Impoſition 
of 10 per Cent. altho' vaſt Quantities of 
Cloth were lying by, a Prey to their Pro- 
 ther-Vermin, the Moths. Would not a ra- 
tional Man from this, think us bereft of 
our Senſes, or the moſt corrupt People 
alive? © 
But it is both falſe Policy and Injuftice 
to grant any Man Privileges in Trade above 
another. Agreeable to this, a late Writer 
upon Commerce fays, © That the Inhabi- 


= tants of the Pyrenees ought'to be as much 
the Object of the Attention and Regard of 


the Lure, as the Citizens of Paris. 
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1 that Commerce requires only un 

and Protection, but can ſubſiſt much better 

without Protection, than without Liberty. 
It is a little ſtrange, that tho Foręſtal * 


Regrators, Ingroſſers, and Monopolifts are 


peccable at common, and by Statute-law, 


that the very ſame Offences in Effect 
ſhould be tolerated in the exc/u/ave Privi- 


leges granted to Corporations and Companies. 
by Charter. And if according to the Max- 


im in our Law, every Grant of the King 


which is prejudicial to the People is ipſe 


fatto, or in itſelf, null and void; what are 
all the Powers, Privileges, and Excluſions 
granted to our Corporations and C 

; unleſs confirm'd by Act of Parte: ? 


mes 


It hath been held, that 4 King of Eng- 
land cannot alias his own- Patrimony, 
becauſe the Welfare of the People is con- 
cerned in it; and agreeable to this Maxim 
in our Laws, many Reſumptions of alienated 
Lands hath been made ſince the Election 
of William, Duke of Normandy, to the 


Crown of England. If then the King can- 


not alienate his own Patrimonial Inheritance 
to the Prejudice of the People, how much 
lefs is he capable by Law of alienating the 
Inheritance of the People, and granting 
away their Birthrights to Individuals by 


Charter, and eſpecially when it is ex- 


tremely 


; La 
| tremely prejudicial to the Commerce and 
do the Intereſts of the Body of the People 
in general? WEL 8 
But as the Charter to the Turkey Com- 
pany is granted with this Salve or Proviſo, 
that they do not exerciſe the Powers delegated 
to them, to the Prejudice of the King's Sub- 
jects and Trade ;. if it ſhould be found, that 
under Colour and Pretext of the Powers 
granted to them by their Charter, they 
ave carried on a Scheme calculated for 
ſelf/h Purpoſes, and prejudicial to his Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects and Commerce, and contrary 
to the Laws of this Kingdom; it ſeems ) 
clear that they have forferted their Charter; 
7þſo facto diſſolved themſelves ; and that all 
their Grants are become null and void; 
even upon the Footing that the King po | 
ſeſſed a Power of granting and confining 
the Privileges of every Engliſbman, to a few N\ 
Monopoliſts. That the Turkey Company / 
have carried on a Scheme of Trade, pur- 
poſely calculated for their own Intereſt, to 
the Prejudice of the Nation in general, 
and contrary to Law and the Powers in- 
veſted in them by Charter, is as clear as 0 
the Noon-Day; and that this is already 
proved from their own Books and Regiſters 
there is not the leaſt doubt to be made, fince 
| | C4: their a 
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their Records have undergone a Parlia- 
mentary Examination and Inſpection. 

To make By-Laws to raiſe the Price of 
raw Silk here, and to depreſs the Price of 
our native Commodities ; ; and to hinder 
the Exportation of Oue, and the Importa- 
tion of the ather, for this Purpoſe ; to 
avow This, and order it to be recorded 
among their Archieves, are ſuch flagrant 
Inſtances of an illegal Combination, and a 
deſtructiye Monopoly, that nothing ever 
ſurpaſs d them. And this Myſtery of Ini- 
quity would perhaps never have been diſ- 
covered, had not theſe public Plunderers 
fallen out about the Diviſion of their Prey. 
A By-Law of this kind, is certainly con- 
trary and repugnant to the Laws and Sta- 
tutes of this Realm, and are a Proof that 
the Company are an illegal Combination, 
not * behaving themſelves duly and erderly as 
becometh good Merchants. 

If a By-Law which tends to hinder the 
Trade and Traffic of any Member +, is a 
Forfeiture of their Charter, it is evident, 
that a Prohibition to export Cloth for two 
Fears together, when many Members were 
willing to export, being a man Hinde- 

rance and Obſtruction of their Traffic, in- 
curs a Forfeiture of all their Privileges. 

* Vide their Charter, + Ibid. 955 
But 


\ 


[ 41 Þ | 
But however this be, it is clear, that 
Law, Jaſtice, and good Poliq call aloud 
to the Legiſlature, (and join with a Mil- 
lion of Manufacturers) to allow every Man 
2 free and open Trade to Turkey, whether ( / 


he be Jew or Gentile, a Pedlar or a Mer-) 
chant ; he being only uſeful to the Com. 
munity, in proportion to his Exports and hn 


Ne in e a NIE, 
There never was a Body of Merchants 
who ſollicited exclufpve Privileges, and a 
Power, by Charter, to make By-Laws for 
the BY Government and Regulation of 
Trade, but gloſs'd their Deſigns with the 
| ſhecrous Pretence, that the Grant would be 
for the Good of Trade and the public Be- 
nefit. But what ſelect Companies, who 
have excluſive Privileges and Powers ta 
make By-Laws, call Regulations for the 
Good of Trade, are not Rules for the En- 
largement of Trade, and the national Be- 
nefit, but Schemes adapted topromote their 
own private Good, and to procure large Pro- 

fits from ſmall Stocks. The good of Trade 

in their Senſe, and the good of Trade 
in a rational Senſe, are two different, nay 
oppoſite Things: So that the good of 
Trade is an equi vacal and a fort of Cant 
Term calculated to amuſe the World, and 

by which they mean nothing but promot- 
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ing their own Good, and the enlarging their 
own Profits at the public Expence. 
What is for the Good of Trade in their 
Senſe, is the Ruin of the national Good; 
not a public Good, but a private Good ; for 
it never can be for the good of a ſoledt 
Company, to calculate a Scheme to en- 
large their Trade by ſmall Profits ; but on 
the contrary, they will always aim to raiſe 
great Profits out of a little Trade. To ex- 
pect therefore ſelect Companies ſhould ex- 
3 tend Trade, and drive it as far and as cloſe as 
_ poſſible, is to expect, that Men whoſe 
Aim is Gain, ſhould renounce their 
private Intereſt for public Good; a Specu- 
lation quite unnatural, a commercial Fig- 
ment, a Chimera, that never exiſted, nor 
never will &. 
But that theſe Reflections may appear 
in the cleareſt Light poſſible, it may not 
be amiſs to ſtate the Turkey Company's 


Good, and the public Good in contraſt to 
each other. 


„Conſonant to theſe Sentiments, Mr. Word fays i in his 
View of Trade. All Trades are carred on by fele&t Com- 
panies to greater * judice to the Nation than otherwiſe; 
as they export leſs of its Manufactures, and ſet their own 


Price upon what they import at the e of the Peo- 
ple of Great-Bytain. 


It 


nies Good, 


1. To acquire great 
Profits from a little Trade 


— Wan * 


2. To ſell Cloth for 


great C Gains abroad, and 
Silk at a high Price at 
home. 


3. To keep ſmall 


Stocks of Cloth in urkey, 
and little raw Silk in 
Enoland; both which will 
leſſen the Employment of 
the Poor, and oftentimes 
throw them out of Work. 


4. To employ only 


annual or biennial Ships, 
by which the Poor are 
thrown often on Pariſhes, 


and their Dexterity in 
Manufacture loſt'*. 


a 


It is then for the Compa- Tt is for the public 


Good, 


1. To drive a great 


Trade for little Pro- 
Hes. 
2. To ſell Cloth for 
ſmall Gains abroad, 
and Silk for moderate 


Profits at home. 
3. To keep a Stock 


of Cloth always in 
Turkey to ſupply all 
Demands and fſup- 
plantour Rivals ; and 
a Stock of raw Silk 


at home, that the Poor 
may be conſtantly and 


equally employ'd. . 

4. To have Ships 
as the French have, 
conſtantly running to 


and from Turkey, by 
which the Pos wil be 


conſtantly and uni- 


formly employ'd, and 


their Dexterity in Ma- 


5. It may be for the 


| Intereſt of ſome of the 


Company, to bribe o- 


t hers to obtain Votes to 


ſupport ſiniſter Views 
and impede Exportations 
and Importations. 


* Uſes promptus facit. 


nufacture preſerved. 

5. It is for the pub- 
lic Intereſt, that the 
Produce and Manu- 
facture of the King- 
dom ſhould hive a | 
conſtant and fer Vent, 


and neceſſary Exo 
ticks, a free Import. 


But 


a7]... 

But perhaps the Turkey Company may be 
a Body of Pablic- ſpirited Gentlemen, 280 7 
carry on Trade, purely for the Good of the 
Common-wealth, without any Regard for 
their own private Intereſt. In fuch Caſe, it 
is to be imagined, they would ſcorn to 
follow any of the above ſiniſter Maxims, 
but rather purſue the public Uri/zty with all 
poſſible Vigour and Spirit, and demonſtrate 
_ themſelves to be true and reſolute Patriots: 
Upon which account, it would be barba- 
rous to wreſt out of their Hands the Power 
of executing their generous and charitable 
Deſigns. And there is no doubt, but the 
Houle of Lords and Commons will take their. 
| Caſe into Conſideration, and ſupport and 
favour their Views, with a Reſolution be- 
coming their Dignity, and worthy of ſo 

glorious a Cauſe. At leaſt this may be ex- 
pected from that great and worthy Patriot 
and City Advocate, Sir J B.-. 
But tho e may have ſuch worthy Pa- 
triots, and have truſted them with great 
Powers and Privileges; the Dutch are too 
knowing in Trade to admit their Com- 
merce to the Levant to be carried on by a 

Select Company with exclufrve Privileges 
and Powers to make By-Laws, for fear 

they ſhould "purſue the Set of Maxims 
above, on the Left Hand, and difregard 
1 . thoſe 


[ 45 ] 
thoſe on the Right. From hence their 
Trade to thoſe Parts is under the Inſpection 
of a Committee of ſix Directors, and a Re- 
giſter, not in the Trade, who receive and 
examine all Memorials, Propoſitions, anf 
Inſtructions from the Merchants, for tho 
Enlargement of their Commerce; afterwards 


deliver their Sentiments, and ſubmit then: 


to the Superviſal and Conſideration of the 

ref Theſe /aff examine the 
whole, and report their Opinions to the 
States-General, who debate and deliberate 


upon them, and either reject, or ratify and 


paſs them into a Law, as ſhall appear to 


them moſt for the public Intereſt and 


Service of the State *. . 
If this Scheme had been practiſed in 


England, and a Body of Merchants had de- 
liver'd their Remonſtrances to a Committee 


for the Turkey-Tradge unconcern'd in its 
Profits; and theſe Referees had ſuperviſed 
and deliberated upon them, and return'd 
their Sentiments to the Mayor and Courts 


of Aldermen in our Maritime Towns and 


Cities; after which, theſe 44% had tranſmited 
them, with their Opinions, to the Legiſla- 


* Monſieur Huet informs us, that the Dutch employ ten 
Ships a Year in this Trade, from 20 to 25 Pieces of 
Cannon. Tho' it hath been repreſented, - that we have 
bgaten them out of the Trade, . 


Lure, 
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ture, who rejected them, or confirmed their 
'Uſefulneſs by paſſing them into a Law; if 


this had been the Cuſtom of regulating the 
Tur key-Trade in England, there would have 


been now no Occaſion of applying to Par- 
liament to ſap the Powers, and to ſuppreſs 


the Enormities of that Company, and to lay 
open the Trade to all his Majeſty's Sub- 
jects: In ſuch Caſe there would have been 


no Clogs nor Fefters to remove. 3 
As to the French Commerce to the Le- 


VDuant; it is well known, that inſtead of their 


Trades being confined to Adt-Ships or an- 


nua Ships, they have every Week in the 
| Year ſmall Barks running from Marſeilles 


F2 


to all the Ports of Turkey and Barbary. 
They can lay no Broke * on Goods, nor 


Burdens, nor Avenies, nor make any Exac- 


Hons of any KEE © oS-:-- 8 
It is true, when their Trade to Turkey 


began to make ſomething of a Figure, 


under the Direction and Countenance of 
Monſieur Colbert, about the Year 1664, a 
Company call'd the Levant Company was 
erected, but under their Management the 
Trade acquired no Life nor Vigour, ſo 


they were diſſolved and another erected, 


but this likewiſe was diſſolv'd about 1654. 
» The Engliſh Company lay a Broke of 20 per Cent. 


upon Goods in Turkey, that ſhall be exported without 
their Conſent. 5 | | 


The 


v 


1 


The Company that ſucceeded was but a fort 
of nominal Company *, having only Power 
to remonſtrate, but not to make By-Laws, 
ſet great Fines on Freedom of Trade, Ge. 


without which, the Name of a Company 


is only Vox preterea nibil. 


But as the Sieur Noel YVarrenes, a Clothier 
in Languedoc, was the firſt who undertook 
to make Cloth for the Turkey-Trade, he 


had ſeveral Privileges granted him to che- 
riſh and ſupport the Infant-undertaking. 


In the Year 1692, the Sieur Magi had 


ſome of thoſe Privileges continued to him 


upon Condition, that he, and his Company, 


exported two thouſand Cloths per Annum 


to Turkey. But as the Chamber of Com- 
merce at Marſe:lles, and the Grand Council 


of Commerce at Paris, took Cognifance of 


all Regulations neceſſary to improve and 
extend the Commerce of the Levant; and 
ſome of thoſe were Manufacturers; it is 


manifeſt, that a Company on ſuch a Foot- 

ing, could have no active Powers, and were 

only united to conſult and remonſtrate. 
The French Councils of Commerce are 


compoſed of many Perſons out of Trade, 


and ſome in the mercantile and manufac- 
turing way, who are a Reſtriction and 


* That is, the Chamber of Commerce at Mar/eilles di- 


reds the Levant Trade, See Dictionaire du Commerce. 


Awe 


1 


9 1 


Awe upon each other, their Intereſts oſten 
claſhing. Theſe Perſons receive all Me 


morials, and Propoſitions for the Good of 


Trade, in a national Senſe; that is, for the 
Enlargement of its Exports and Imports; 
examine and debate upon them, and procure 


Arrets of Council to be iſſued accordingly 


as they appear to be publicly uſeful or in- 
jurious. Their Syſtem is quite oppoſite to 
the Maxims of the Enghſh Turkey Come 

any, for they labour to extend the Trade 

y promoting its Freedom, producing Ri- 
valſhip, and taking Care that its Manu- 
factures be truly wrought, and faithfully 
put out of hand. But our Turkey Com- 
pany contrive to keep the Markets bare of 
Cloth abroad and of Raw-Silk at home, to 


advance the Price of both reſpectively *. 


In the Vear 1743, or thereabouts, it ap- 
peared from a Memorial from Smyrna, 
that there was not a Bale of Engliſb Cloth 


„ 


left in the Warehouſes. 


The overſtraining Cloth is a moſt perni- 
cious Practice, and a moſt villainous Cheat; 


yet it is a Practice of many of the Turkey 


Company to ſtrain a ſingle Cloth from 8 


* . Raw Silk of Doſes and Drugs are in general 20 per 
Cent. dearer in the Engl; Market than in France and Hol- 


land, as by an Act of Parliament, 6th of George I. the 


Turley Company prevented their Importation from Leg- 
born; at leaſt of Raw-Silks, Mohair-Yarn, &c. 


to + 


„„ 
to 10 or 12 Yards, whereby the Conſumer 
is defrauded, the Nation diſgraced, and the 
Trade injured. The French have taken 
the utmoſt Care in this Reſpect, fo that no 
Cloth can be ſtrained above two Yards; 
the Marquis de Villenuve having repreſented 
to the Council of Commerce, how much 
the Engliſb Trade ſuffered by this Fraud. 
Thus the French purſue all poſſible Me- 
thods requiſite to acquire Reputation for 
Integrity and Honour, as well as for Good- 
nes and Cheapneſs *; whilſt our Turkey 

Company have practiſed every Fraud and 
Deceit in Straining, till our Goods have 19% 
much of their Priſtine Credit and Reputa- 
tion among the Eaſtern Nations. Certainly 
the Turks muſt be a very eaſy and peaceable 
People, or they would not ſuffer ſuch Im- 
poſitions to go unpuniſhi' d. 5 

When the Turkey Company hath been 
attack d for their illicit Uſe of their Powers 
granted by Charter; when it hath been re- 
monſtrated to Parliament, that a free Trade to 


* See the Arret of Council, dated Sept. 23, 1699. 
And thus Care being taken to prevent Frauds, and the 
Trade left fo open and free to all the Subjects of the 
Feen King, it hath, ſince theſe Meaſures have been pur- 
ſued increaſed, and flouriſh'd amazingly; ſo that there are 
ſent annually from France near 40,000 Cloths to all the 
Ports of the Levant: Whereas upon an Average the Eng- 
liſh have not exported to Turkey above 10,000 Cloths per 


Annum for many Years paſt. | 
P Tur- 
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were to trade to, or reſide in Turkey; and 


” 


cbandiſe is carried on with more Eaſe * 
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Ti ks muſt be moſt; aduantagious ta the 


Nation, and the Reaſans offer'd have been 


untanforerable ; then the Company have had 
Recourſe to the Artiſice, of repreſenting 


the Turks, to be a Sort of rapacious Ho 


and that there would be Danger of loſing 
our Priyileges, if l and mean Perſons 


that Offences might be committed, the Mer- 
chants Effects ſeized, the Capitulations loſt, and 


the Plague brought from thence: With more 
of this Stuff, mere Bugbears and Seare-Crows, 


fit to amuſe and frighten Children, but cer- 
tainly Phantoms which can never operate 
upon any Man of Senſe, unleſs to 5 a 
Laugh. 


It is well known, that Trade and Mer- 


the Ports of Turkey, than in thoſe of Wo 

land. Nay, our Arnbalſador by the Capi. 
tulations hath Privileges granted him not 
required by, but contrary to the Law of 
Nations. Monſieur Huet fays: Befides, 


Trade is managed all over 981 Grand Seig- 


niors Dominions with the greateſt Eaſe and 
Profit: For Example, a Bale of Cloth, that 


hath paid the Cuſtom of Entry at the Port 


of Smyrna, may go out for Conſtantinople 
Cuſtom free; and the Officers, whatever . 


Se Monſieur Savary Dictiauaire de Commerce. 


is 


LSE 
is faid of the Turkiſh Extortion, are not 
over ſevere; for if any one ſhould give it in, 
that a leſs Quantity of Goods enter'd the 
Port, than really did, and the Fraud ſhould 
be diſcovered, yet he would be acquitted 
on paying the Overplus for what he had 


ſo conceal d. By this it appears, that the 


Turks underſtand better the Maxims ne- 
ceſſary for the flouriſhing of Trade, than 
other Nations who look upon them as a 
barbarous People, that inflame and carry 
Matters with a high Hand in Relation to 
Delinquents of this kind, by Confiſcations, 
Forfeitures and Penalties, odious to the 
People, and no ways advantagious to the 
Pre.” . | I” 
— Monſieur Tournefort ſays to the ſame 
Purport, vis. 5 15 
Ihe Grand Viſier holds a Divan at his 
own Houſe every Day in the Week except 
Friday, the Day of Reſt among the Turks, 
It is at this Tribunal, that the Joe 
Man in the Empire has the Conſolation of 
having Reaſon done him, even againſt the 
reateſt Lords of the Country: The Poot 
have the Liberty of demanding Juſtice; 
and Muſfelmen, Chriſtians and Yews are 
) we rote gd 
An Italian at Conſtantinople told me one 
Day, that we ſhould be very happy in Europe 

D 2 * 


7 — — een hens 


T: ĩ — 


—— —— — — 
—ͤ8—ũ—VU q — — ——— —Z—ä—ů— m ———— 
„ es 


52 


ve could appeal from our Courts to the Di- 
van. In the Deciſions the Grand Seignior 
| hears. all that paſſes.----In the Divans of 

other Towns the Cadis oftentimes ſuffer 
themſelves to be corrupted with Money, 

Sc. but an Appeal lies from their Judg- 


ment to Conſlantinople. 

The impartial Juſtice adminiſter d in the 
Grand Vizier's Divan, induced our Anceſ- 
tors to ſtipulate for a Power of Appeal in 
Matters of Conſequence to this Court. 
Thus by the 24th Article of the Capitula- 


tions it is agreed. 


That all Differences, or Suits of Law 
depending with the Enzlifh Nation, which 
ſhall exceed the Value of 4000 Aﬀpers, 
ſhall be always heard and decided at our 
Imperial Port; and Defence may be made 


by Proxy. 
But when it will 3 the Views of 


the Company, they repreſent the very ſame 


Things, as for Example. 


WD "the Year 1741, when an Attempt 
was made to open a Trade through Rigſſia 
to Perſia. One of the Opponents to that 


Trade, and an Advocate who wrote under 


the Direction of the Turkey Company, de- 

Clares as follows. 
The Company, ſays he, run no Risk of 
either the Goods cxporied to has? 5 
oſe 


3 
thoſe they import from thence — nor are 
they ſubject to the Rapacrouſneſs of Govern- I 
nours. Their Tariff is ſettled, and many "1 
valuable Priveleges enjoy'd by them, both 1 

for the Security of themſelves and their 4 

Effects. Beſides, the Turks are not igno- 

rant of the Power and Strength of Great- 

Britain. There are alſo always at Con- 

flantinople, beſides an Ambaſſador, other 

Chriſtian Miniſters who in caſe of an I- 

| Jury are ready to repreſent, and to afford 
their Aſſiſtance in procuring Redreſs. 

: Again he ſays, he Grand Scignior and _ 
his Miniſtry, know, that Great-Britain in 
caſe of any Wrong or Injury done its Mer- 

| chants, is in a Condition to right itſelf by 

tits Fleet, which they are ſenſible can make 
_ Captures of the Turki/h Ships and Veſſels, 
lay waſte their Coats, and even PAR the 
rmppert al City. 

This was the Language of the Turkey 
Company, when it was their Intereſt to 
ſpeak Truth. 

Again, fays this Author, we never had 
any Diſputes with the Turks, nor never can 
have, unleſs we were to purſue Meaſures 
to leſſen our Trade with them. 

From hence it ſeems, that the preſent 
Method of qur carrying on Trade, in this 
Author' s Opinion, is more likely to embroil | 


3 us 


ö 
| 


do theſe Prevaricatars blow both 1 Hot Wa 
Cold ont of the ſame Mouth, 


"402 
us with the Tyr ks, than the extending 8 b 
rendering the Trade free and open 
his Majeſty's Subjects. One bag for ae 


them, but the Other is mor 


enlarge, than abridge our Privile 


If the Turls were to know, chat the 


Engliſh Turky Company for many Years 

ch Cloth 
car to them, and buy their Comodities 
cheap, which a Britih Parliament had, 


vi had carried on a Scheme to 


taken into Conſideration, and abgliſh'd ; 


and thereby left both Britiſb and Turkiſh 


Ce to find their natural Value, 


and freed them from all artificial Reſtraints 


and Burdens ; pray, is not tis Proc 
rather likely to ingratiate the Exgliſ Na- 
tion with the Muſſelmen, and: extend 10 
Privileges, than to curtail and abric 


them? He that can think otherwiſe, mu 
fly in the Face of common. Senſe. A Pro- 


ceedure of this kind may be made uſe of as an 
Argument to procure ſome new Previleges 


to be inſerted in the Capitulations. : 
A monopoly being odious, the Advocates: 


of the Turky Company have laboured with, 


all their might to wipe off the Imputation ; 


but {till the. Ke ſticks, and whatever: 


Uncaſincls, it may produce, it is likely al- 
5 
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ways to ſtick. That the Company have all 
the Force and Power of a Monopoly . have 


exerted that Force, and ate really a Mono- 
po, will more fully appear from the fol- 
lowing additional Arguments. 


As thee Company exerciſe a Power of | 
appointing what S/zps ſhall go to Turkey, 


and when they ſhall depart, it is in their 
Power likewiſe to puniſh any /ubborn 


Members who will not confoim to their 


umnpponſd Rules. If any one ſhotild ſell 
his 2 lower than what comports with 


the Views of the Managers, he may be 


kept in Suſpence with regard to the De- 
parture of Ships; induced to buy a Year 
before they are defigned to ſail; or the Ships 
may be order'd to far}, before he can pro- 
cure a Cargoe; or by Secrecy among the 
Managers, he may be ſupplanted in the 
Market with regard to the Purchaſe of his 
Commodities. 5 

Tis obvious many other Methods may 
be purſued to chaſtiſe a rebellious and ob- 
ſtinate Member or Members. From hence 
ariſes a Neceſſity of their acting in concert, 
and this Neceflity enforces a Combination, 
and forms a complete and perfect Monopoly. 


This will appear ſtill more manifeſt from 


the following Conſiderations. 
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. Suppoſe a Member's Neceſſity of Money, 


05 his. Inclination to drive a great Trade, 
' ſhould induce him to ſell for ſmall Profits, 
When he hath diſpoſed of his SJ, and 


hath Money by him to purchaſe Cloth, 


it is out of his Power ſo to do. He mult 


wait till the Managers have fold their Silk 


here, and Cloth in Turkey ; for he can 


expect no Ships to, depart, 'till both be 


compleated. From hence Men of large 


Stocks, and monopoliſh and avaricious Diſ- 
poſitions, keep their Silks, &c. bythem, and 


ſell laſt ; and appoint their Factors in Tur 


key to 40 the ſame, as to their Cloth, and 


never ſell, but when the Market is empty, 
and a high Price is to be procured. This 
is an Advantage always to be obtained by 


thoſe who are in the Secret, and act in 
Collaſon with the Managers. This hath 
ſometimes been the Occafion of a two Years 
Prohibition of the Exportation of Cloth; to 
the great Detriment of every one who fold 
his Commodities firſt, to the great Injury of 
the Woollen Traders, who muſt of Courſe 


keep their Goods by them, and either loſe 


all. their Profit on 4 Goods, to their 
Ruin, or enhance the Value when the) 
come to be old ; which Laſt it is to be 


conceiv d muſt be, in Seneral, the Caſe. 


And 


11 


And from hence alſo our Cloths go e 


to Market than otherwiſe they would. 
But the Plea for this Prohibition is, 
there are great Stocks of Goods on band, and 


the Markets are glutted. Mr. Wood fays; 3 


This is certain we cannot proſper but by 
the Means of thoſe, Who are induſtrious; 
and it is notorious, all Companies are un- 
willing to drive any Trade longer than it 
yields exceſſive Profit, which being open 
would not be the Cafe; for if ſome 
Merchants ſhould leave off Trading to 


any Country, others would immediately 


fall into it. And tho' the over-ftocking a 


Country with Goods may leſſen the Gain of 
particular Merchants, yet it is an Advan- 
tage to the Nation in general, and muſt be 
look d upon as the Effect of a great, and 
inereaſing RN 

And if our Merchants and Manufactu-⸗ 
rers are to be oppreſs d by the Monopolies 
of Companies, as well as other Burdens, it 
may be eaſily foreſeen what is likely to be 

the Fate of the Trade of Great Britain, 
and all its Manufactures. And for ſo 
many to believe it redounds to the Good 
of this Kingdom, to carry on a Trade by 
excluſrve Companies, is to me incompre- 
henſible ;” and I truſt a true Britiſb Par- 


Harem, will not ſuffer any ſuch to be long 


. 
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in bring. Stocks of Goods on hated may : 


be no Proof of a glurted Market, but ra- 
ther of an avaricions Deſite of great Pro- 
its in the Merchant. One Merchant may 
be contented with leſſer Profits than 


another; and from hence ſell off his Goods 


in Turkey firſt, import his Returns, and 
diſpoſe of them alto for moderate Profits. 


But what is the Conſequerice? other Mem- 


bers keep their Cloths by in Turkey, and 
Salis at home, in order to make immoderate 
Profits; and afterwards poſtpone the Choice 


of general Ships, and thereby prevent the 


fending out moreChth, and the receiving any 
Returns, till they have ſold all their Cloths 
in Turkey, and their Silꝭs at home at a high 
Price; and then they confent to the fitting 
out other Ships, which return with more 
Silks, for which alſo they find an em 


empty 
Market and a high Price. And thus the 


Company become Monopoliſts, and ſet what 
Price upon Outſets and Returns they pleaſe. 
From hence, he that will be fatisfied 
with moderate Profits, and dares venture to 
ſell without conſulting the Managers, may 
render himſelf obnoxious, be kept two or 
three Years: from trading with his Money, 
and be deceived and difappointed' in his 
next 


above. 80 that this By-Law of 2 = 


ings, in the manner” repreſented 
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mT 


and general Ships, muſt limit and confine 


che Trade to the Directors and Managers 


chiefly, and thaſe who are in the Secret; 


which renders the Trade a moſt perniciqus 
Monopoly, and introduces all the bad Con- 
ſequences which, ariſe from an excluſive 
Trade, carried, on by a jpint Stock. 

That all which back b been ſaid is practi- 
cable, and: conſtantly. executed, there is not 
the leaſt. Doubt to be made. From hence 
it appears, that a Merchant who ſhould 


engage in the Trade without being a Slave = 
to the Managers, would be in Danger of 


being ruin d: Such Arts may be uſed 
abroad, and ſuch Deceptions at home, that it 
is impoſlible he ſhould, trade ſafely, without 


3 Approbation of the Cambination. From 
_ whence it follows, that this Company, as I ſaid 


before, is a moſt pernicious Cambination, and 
legal Monopoly, in the higheſt Degree and 
worſt. Senſe. Nay thoſe. very Advocates 
of the, Turkey CE 3 that the 
French, who have Four Times the Trade 
to Turkey the Engliſh have, carry on a mo- 
nepoliſh Scheme, and combine to ſell upon 
Conditions concerted, as ta Time, Propor- 
tinn, and Price. If this may be done with- 
out a Power of limitting the tipping 


Goods, Dy much calle with it.? 


Emula- 


[ 60 ] 
Emulation and Competition are the Off- 
8 ſpring of Freedom. Permit a free Liberty 
to export any Quantity of Clth, to any 


Place, in any Ships, at any Time; and ſuf- 


fer the Exporter to conſign the Cargo to 
whom he pleaſes, and to give ſuch Di- 


rections as to the Price it ſhall be fold A, 


as to the Proprietors ſhall ſeem prudent. 


Let the Produce of the Cargo, &c. be in- 


veſted in ſuch Commodities, as to the Owner 
| ſhall ſeem proper, and the Returns be 
imported when and in what manner the 
Proprietor ſhall elect, without paying any 
Impoſitions abroad, or at home, ſave Con- 


ſulage; and Grtat- Britain will ſoon ſee 
her Turkey Trade in a flouriſhing Condi- 
tion; at leaſt, without ſuch a Liberty it 


mult ſoon fall a Prey to the more prudent 
French and Dutch. If we lie under any 
Diſadvantage, as to Price of Labour, the 
more Neceſſity of removing every Oh flacle, 
| taking off every Chg, and 4 ann; to Fieces 
every Fetter it is bound with. 

This is the State our Trade is in, to 
Spain, Portugal, Flanders, Holland, &c. 
And fince this Freedom hath been admit- 
ted, thoſe Trades have been amazingly 


increaſed. And if there be any Combina- 


tion among the. French, in their National 
Aſſemblies in the Levant ; there are none 


that 
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that can have any Influence at Marſeillos; 
ſince every French Merchant may ſend 
out a Cargo to Turkey when he pleaſes, 
and in what Ship he thinks moſt proper, 
and conſign this Cargo alſo, to any French 


Merchant, and order his Inveſtments home 


when he thinks prudent. Theſe are the 
moſt material Points, and theſe obtain'd, 
would render the Trade flouriſhing. If 
the French Factors in Turkey combine vo- 
luntarily, his can do no great Miſchief, 
fince if the Price ſet ſhould be immoderate, 
ſo as to obſtruct Sales, doubtleſs it would 
not be generally comply'd with. Some- 
thing like this is carried on in eve 
maritime Town in Great-Britain &. But it 
being without Force, and only voluntary, 
Goods find always their natural Value, If 


they were to be ſet at a Price above this 


Value, it would be foon broken through, 
and this is often done. 11 4255 

The Purpoſe of every Man in trading is 

Gain; and all fez/ful Merchants will take 
care to procure a reaſonable Profit from their 
Traffic; and when the Markets will not 
admit of it, will with-hold their Hands, 
and deſiſt from both Exforts and Imports, 


At Briſtol there are two Clubs of Merchant-Grocers, 


and Retail-Grocers, one of which is call'd the little Club, 
and the other the Great, who, upon Importations, ſettle the 


Price they ſhall ſell at, but no pernicious Conſequences 
ariſe from hence to Trade. | 
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without the violent and artiſiciu! Reſtricti- 


ons and Coertions of the Direttors of Coni= 
femnies. If ſuch Reſtraints, as are exerciſed 
in the Levant Trade by the Turty Company, 
ate really for the Goh of Trade and Inte- 


reſt of the Nation, the Trades above-men- 
oy ought to be 7 rated likewiſe, and 

Merchants who are engaged in them, 
9 to be impower d by 47 of Parlia- 


ment to make By-Laws for their good Go- 


wvernment ; engy to exclude the odious 
Race” of Jews, to prevent the Markets 


abroad from being glutted with our Com- 
mo dities, and the Prices ſunk ; and Foreign- 


ers from ſelling their native Commodities at 


5 liring Price. A notable ſet of Maxims truly ! 


If the Turkey Trade be conducted right, 


1 E other Trades are managed wrong ; and 
call for the Interpoſition of the Legilature 
to correct their Enormities. Tf our Senate be 
ſenſible that this Trade is upon a right, 


upon a judicious and advanta . Footing ; 
the fro 1 
Trade of the Kingdom under the uk 
uſeful Reſtrictions, the fame prudent Go- 
vernment. If Companies, with excluſive 
Privileges, are of advantage to the foreign 
Trade and Manufactures of this Kingdom, 
and ſo neceſſary to prevent the Price of our 
Goods from being depreciated abroad, 


why. do not we correct our Errors, and 


e- 


[1] 

ſhare the Trades to Spain, Portugal, 
Ruſſia, Holland, &c. to their ancient 
Privileges ? It is pretty certain, that 
ſince thoſe Trades have been laid open, we 
have increaſed our Exports from about two 
Millions per Annum, to about fourteen Mil- 
ons; a moſt notable Prop of the Injury 
that ry 1 of Monopolies p 
panies hath brought upon our poor decli ” 
| Trade and languiſhing Country! F in hs 
Days of Queen Beſs to. the Diſſolution of 
theſe moſt 20% I Companies, or at leaft the 
principal Part of them, our Exports fcarce 
ever amounted to above the Sum juſt men- 

| tioned per Annum, And if thoſe Companies 
had continued to this Day, no one will be 
much at a loſs to gueſs what a g/orzaus Trade 


| we ſhould now have. 


But nothing is more evident, than that 
both Exports and Ixrparts will check them- 
ſelves, when they become exceſſive, and 
qi ſaduantageous; that is, when one ſells 
abroad, and the other at home bellow their 
natural value. If Exports promiſe a good 
Market, and Imports a bad one, Ships will 
return in Ballaſt. Again, if the - | 
will not pay Freight, the Ships which 
are ſent to a foreign Market will go 
out in Balla/t, and . is laden. If the 
Market be over-ſtock'd, and no Profit is to 
be. made upon either Exports. or Imports, 
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they will be ſoon with-held till Commo- 
ie are advanced or ſunk to their natural 
Value. This is the Caſe, with reſpe& to 
all inland Trade, and all the Commerce of 
the World, that is not under the Intangle- 
ments and Embarraſments' of a Monopoly. 

It is the cuſtom of Merchants, when 


they have an Inclination to export any Com- 


modities they have by them, to write to. 


their Correſpondents to know what they will 
yield. Likewiſe, if they imagine or find a 


Commodity will fell well, they write to know 
its Price in the foreign Market before they 
order it to be purchaſed on their account: 
Or elſe they receive Orders from their 


Agents or Correſpondents, to ſend them 


ſuch Goods as they know will find a good 


Market, &c. From hence it is apparent 
to the meaneſt Capacity, that a glutted 


Market will always correct itſelf, without 


artificial Prohibitions, which tend only to 


deſtroy Iuduſtry, rob - Ingenuity and Skill of 


their juſt Reward, and ſet Sloth, Stupidity, 
and Ss upon a par with Sagacity, 
Activity, Penetration, Diligence, and Ge- 


nerqſity. This is fo plain, that one would 
think, there is no Man, who hath his Eyes 
open, but muſt ſee it; or a Grain of Sin- 


cerity and Integrity, but muſt acknowledge 


it. But ſometimes Paſſion and Prejudice 


: I all the Faculties of the Soul, and- 


+ + 5535 * 


(65 ] 
prevent their Operation ; or caſt ſuch a Mift 
before the Eyes of the Underſtanding, that 
it (ces every Object in a different Shape from 
3 
But to manifeſt further, that the Turkey 
Company are to all Intents and Purpoſes a 
nicious Monopoly, it may be of Service 
in convincing the prejudiced, to illuſtrate the 
_ Caſe by a parallel Example. 5 
Let us ſuppoſe the Clathiers of this King- 
dom, were incorporated by Patent; had a 
Power, to prohibit any one from carrying on 
their Trade, unleſs free of their Company; to 
make By-Laws for the good Government 
of their Trade, and to impoſe Fines, Oaths 
of Secreſy, &c. upon every one whom they 
admitted into their Body. Suppoſe in con- 
| ſequence of this they were to call a Court, 
and after conſulting of Means to promote 
the Good of Trade, they were to regiſter in 
their Books, the Reſult of their Delibera- 
tions, as follows, | | 


. <WHEREAs the Trade from the Country 
to London hath been carried on for ſome 
Years paſt, to a very great Extent in Cloth, 
and in far greater Quantity than that Czry 
hath uſually taken off ; whereby the Market 
there is overſtock'd, and the Commodity de- 
preciated, and the Price of Spaniſh and 

Engliſh Wool, and all other Commodities uſed 
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may be given to the Blackwell-ha 


[ 66 ] 
in the manufaturing Cloth, much advanced 
there, to the great Detriment of this Trade 


in general, and of this Company in particu- 
lar; and to the end that a pope Time 
l 


Factors, 
and Warebouſe- men, to diſpoſe of our Eſtates 
in London to advantage, and for reducing 


the Price of Spaniſh and Enghſb Wools, 


and other foreign Commodities, namely, 
Soap, Oil, dying Drugs, &c. it is reſolved, 
That if any Member of this Company, ſhall 


ſend to London any Cloth before next Mi- 


_ chaelmas come Twelve-months, he ball be 


liable to pay a Broke of 20 per Cent upon 


the full Value thereof.” 


And ſuppoſe, when Spaniſh Wool, &c. 


was very dear, another Order in their Books 


was to ſtand 3 expreſs d. 


Rn50Lvep, That no Member 2 this 
Company ſhall purchaſe any Spaniſh or Eng- 


liſh Wool, or any dying Drugs of any kind, 


till next Michaelmas come Twelve-months, 


under the Penalty of paying a Fine of 
20 per Cent. ad valorem. 


Pray would not Reſolutions of this kind 


demonſtratively evince, that the Clothrers 
had created to themſelves a pernicious Mo 
nopoly? But yet mutatis mutandis, there is 


not a /ingle Word in theſe Reſolutions, but 
” 5." * 


[ 67 ] 
what is taken from the Records of theTurkey 
Company, where the Reſult of their Deli- 
berations about ſending Cloth to Turkey, and 
importing Si and Mohair-yarn, ſtand as 
above verbatim. . : 
If it ſhould be objected, that Powers of 
this kind have not been exerciſed of late ; 
and Turkey Merchants have ſhip'd upon 
private Ships at pleaſure ; it may be re- 
x plied: What Merchant would claim the 
F Freedom of the Company, pay a large Fine 
80 to be admitted, be received with general 
Diiſguſt, and afterwards buy up 500 or 600 
Cloths, when Damocles's Sword was hang- 
ing over his Head, and he did not know, 
41 but the ſame T7:c+ might be play'd him as 
1 was put upon ſo conſiderable a Man as Sir 
1 Jyobn Eyles in 1718; who after he had 
prepared 500 Cloths for the Market, with- 
3 out ſuſpecting the leaſt of a Prohibition of 
4 the Trade, was obliged to apply to Par- 
x liament to obtain Liberty to ſend them to 
L Turkey. 5 
'W' It is true, a Merchant who is in colluſion 
with the Managers, perhaps may venture to 
9 buy; but ſurely no Briſtol or Liverpool 
Merchant would venture to make a Pur- 
chaſe, as their Powers are only ſuſpended 
juſt for the preſent, and tho' ſleeping 
now, may burſt out upon them to their _ 
. Deſtruction, If the Company never de- | 
. ſigns 8 


[6] 
ſigns to exert their Powers, why do the 
ſtickle and contend to reſerve l em? If 
their Fines and Oarbs, 1 Powers and Pri- 
vileges are Triftes, not defign'd to be 
uſed, why will they not peaceably con- 
ent to their Repe al and Abolition? But, 
poor Gentlemen ! 4 they fay, they do not con- 
tend for any Advantages for thernſelves, but 
purely to preſerve the Trade of the Nation. 
Their public Spirit is eaſily to be diſcern'd 
in the votes above taken from their Regi / 
ters. They calculate Schemes to ſell raw 
Sk and Moharr-yarn at home, at a hi h 
Price ; but it is all for the Good of the Pu 
lic, that the Gentry, by the dearneſs of 
Silks, may be confined to the 2% of 
Weollen Stuffs. Theſe, and ſuch like, were 
to be ſare their public ſpirited Views. But 
credat Fudeus apella. "Tis ſtrange that ay 
one ſhould be fo ignorant as to Hamer ſuch 
idle Chicanery, or fo ſtupid as to believe it. 
A Merchant who renounces his owh In- 
tereſt, and trades for the public Good, is a 
greater Monſter than ever Afric bore. The 
Conduct of the Ea/?-India Company is a 
collateral Proof of the Propriety of this 
Aſſertion. Mr. Wood, in his 1 of 
Trade ſays, The Eaft-India Company ave 
been more particularly injuricus to us, by 


. over We orkmen of all kinds to thoſe 
Parts 
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Parts, ubere they trade, for the Improve- 


ment of their Manufa&ures, and thereby 
bringing the Europeans, to the greater 
libing of them, to the enlarging the Com- 
pany's Gain, by the Demand of theſe Goods, 
inſtead of thoſe of the proper Manufac- 
tures of Great-Britain. The Indians knew 


| little of dying Drugs, or ordering them, fo 


as to be fit for the European Markets, until 
the Company ſent out from hence Engli/h- 


men to teach them; and I believe it will be 


granted me, that the Company herein only 

conſider d their private Advantage, tho' to 

the irretrieveable Loſs of the Nation. 
Mr. Pollexfen, one of the Board of Trade 


formerly, ſays; in 1670 the Company 


ſent over to India; Dyers, Throtoſters, 
Weavers, and ſuch like Tradeſmen, to 
teach the Indians to make all Sorts of 


manufactured Goods, in ſuch manner as 


might beſt pleaſe the 3 ; and be 
the moſt profitable to the Company. Till 
then the Trade in manufactured Cords and 


raw Sil, was inconſiderable in Value, 


and not much Bullion Was exported : Those 
Gentlemen, that had the Management of 
the Affairs of the Com pany before, often 


declaring, That they 4 7 not adventure 0 


thoſe Commodities, for fear of nung cue. 


own Manufactures, 
E 3 And 
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And 'twas this Gentleman's Opinion, 
that by thus abuſing their Charter, his Ma- 
jeſty's Indulgence, and the Nation, through 
the exorbitant Prices they ſold their Com- 
modities at, for their own private Ad- 
vantage, they ought to have been deprived 
of their Charter and Privileges. © 

It may not be amiſs to make a few Re- 
marks on this extraordinary Piece of Hif- 
tor 

Tiere we ſee a Body of rich Merchants 
all combining together, like the worſt of 
Parricides, to ſtab and ruin their Mother- 
Country. For their own Advantage, they 
laid a Scheme to ſupplant the uſe of all 
our fine Woollen and Silk Manufactures all 
over the Weſt- Indies, by introducing light 

Cotton and mix'd Goods, more proper for 
that hot Climate *. This gave a mortal Blow 

to the Wollen-Trade of Great-Britain, the 
Value of Lands, the Value of Wool, and 
to the Labour of the People. Had it not 
been for theſe avaricious Monſters and Trai- 
tors to their Country, as Great- Britain and 
Ireland have the only Wool in the World 
fit for fine light thin Stuffs, and to mix 
with Sill and Cotton, to form light F abricks 
* 881,200 Pieces of thoſe Stuffs were imported in 1745, 


what Spirit would the . theſe have "ren to 
the Trads of this Nation? | 
14 Proper 


3 
2 for the Spaniſh Weſt-Indtes, &c. we 
ad at this Day enjoy d ſuch a Trade, and 
ſuch a Stock of Riches, Plate, precious 
Stones, &c. as no Nation upon the Face of 
the Earth ever enjoyed. And how were 
we deprived of theſe Advantages? Why, 
by a Copy of Rich Merchants. Can we 
then in the leaſt doubt, but that Merchants 
may combine to injure their Country for 
their own private Advantage? Tis certain, 
that they ruined our Staple of Woollens. 
A Liſt of their Names ought to be engrav'd 
on a large Table of Braſs, and fix'd up in 
the Royal-Exchange, with this Inſcription,--- 
The Names of the PARRICIDES, 'TRAITORS, 
and VILLAINS who ruin'd the Weollen-T rade, 
the Staple of their Country, by introducing the 
ſe of the Indian-Manufactures into the Weſ- 
fern-World. This would ſtamp that eternal 
Infamy on their Names and Memories 
which they juſtly deſerve. A Merchant is 
like a Bee, when in the Fields labouring 
by himſelf, and collecting Honey, he is 
innocent and uſeful, and uncapable of doing 
Miſchief. But when many of them come to 
be united in a Swarm, and act in a collec- 
tive Capacity, they are dangerous, and ca- 
pable of ſpreading much Venom and of doing 
great Injury. Like Eſop's Tongues, they are 
we beſt or worſt of all Fleſh. | 


BY 1 The 


[72] 


The - pernicious | French Commerce 
Bill, brought into the Houſe of Com- 
mons in the Year 1713, after the Peace of 
Utrecht, did not wank” Advocates. The 
French Merchants were Tooth and Nail for 
it; and all thoſe who got by the Importa- 


tion of French Commodities, joined with 


the Faction then predominant to ſupport it. 
But is there a Man of Intelligence in the 
Kingdom now, but what is thoroughly con- 
vinced, that it was a Scheme calculated 
by an abandoned and proſtitute Miniſtry to 
ruin their own Country? A hundred Thou- 
ſand Louis d ors were not coin'd in one Year 
into Guineas in the Tower for nothing. 
Thus Intereſt prevails over Patriotiſm,” and 
Merchants who may be innocent, ſeparately 
conſider d, may in a Body be Members noxi- 
ous to the Community, if not under the Re- 
ſtrictions of ſalutary Laws. But when they do 
Miſchief to their Country, it muſt be con- 
feſſed, it is not fo much their Fault, as it 
is the Fault of the Senate. For quis niſi 


mentis inops oblatum reſpuat aurum. 


We all know, that when the Ea/t-India 
Company laid the Plot to ruin their Coun- 
try, that we had a Prince on the Throne 
who hated the Nation ; betrayed its'Com- 
mercial Intereſts to Dane aſſiſted it in 
raiſing a Navy to cope with us at Sea; ſuf- 

fered a Trade to be carried on with that 


[23] 


| Kingdom, by : which, according . to Mr. 
Fortrey's Account, we loſt 1600, oo0 /. per 
Annum; whoſe Court was a Brothel, and 
whoſe Miniſters were a Set of the moſt 
corrupt and abandoned Profligates, that ever 
ſurrounded a Throne; little inferior in 
Wickedneſs, Corruption, Treachery, and 
Debauchery to Sejanus, Tegillinus, Nar- 
ciſſus, Mario, Paris, Vinnius, and Laco, the 
infamous Implements of the worſt of the 
Roman Tyrants. But Heavens be praiſed ! 
we have now a Prince on the Throne of an 
op olite Character, and a Parliament of a 
| 5 — Spirit, from whom we may hope 
for Redreſs of the Grievances in our Com- 
merce. But there is no wonder, that a 
Prince, who could receive Bribes from 
France to betray his own People, and con- 
deſcended to be a Penſioner to the Enemy 
of his Country, ſhould concur in a Scheme 
to ruin its Trade, and ſupplant its Manu- 
factures. Had it not been for this Prince 
and the Eaſl-India Company, the Countries 
which are now flooded with Indian-Stuffs, 
would have been clothed with the light 
Woollen-Stuffs of Great-Britain; inc la- 
chrimæ : And one material Point may be 
noted in this Trade; namely, chat thoſe 
Countries in the Eg/t-Indies which take off 
our Manufactures ſend us uſeful raw Ma- 


terials; 
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terials ; and thoſe which deluge us and the 


Weftern-World with Manufactures, take 
little elſe from us beſides Bullion and Coin. 


We have ſeen above, the pernicious Con- 


ſequences of their Combinations; that when 


united in a Body, and poſſeſs d of great 
Power, they can act like the moſt aban- 


doned Miſcreants; from whence it is ma- 


nifeſt, all ſuch Combinations ought to be 
diſſolved, and ſuch Powers abrogated. 


But after ſeriouſly refle&ting upon the 


dove Relation, who can be diffident, that 


a Merchant may engage in Schemes to ruin 


the Trade of his Country, for his own pri- 


vate Advantage? Self- intereſt prevails in 


every Breaſt; it is the Buſineſs of every Po 


litician, to direft it in ſuch a manner, that 


it may concur to the publick Good. All 


the Rays of private Intereſt ſhould be fo 


uided as to unite in this Point. 

But, the public Spirit of the Genitlernei! 
of the Turkey Company, not only excites 
them topreſervetheir Monopolytothemſelves, 
but alſo to exclude the Jeus from having a 
Share of the Honour of carrying on this 5 
public g pirited Trade. 

From hence, ſome of their Advocates 
have argued, that if the Trade to 7. urkey 


' ſhould be laid open, it would be in Danger 


X 


e being all engrofſed by the Jews. And in 


order to N ſome of the Abettors 
of 


LF 

of this Monopoly repreſent the Jews, as 
having appropriated to themſelves the Ma- 
nagement of all the Cloth I rade of Turkey ; 
as having a deſpotic Influence over the Re- 
tailers and Shop-keepers, and as being greatly 
careſſed by the Magiſtrates. And from 
hence, they conclude, that the Yew- 
Brokers will favour the Hebrews, to the 
Detriment of the Eng/z/h Chriſtians. 
But when other Purpoſes are to be an- 
ſwered; then the Jews are repreſented, as 

the moſt odious, contemptible, and deſpicable 
 Wretches upon the Earth, univerſally hated 

and loathed by all the Turks ; from whence 

they might bring our Privileges into Danger, 
if ſettled in Turky, under the Protection of 
the Engliſb Banne. ö 
But Monſieur Tournefort ſays of theſe 
People, that the whole Trade of Smyrna is 
carried on by Jes; one can buy or fell 
nothing but what muſt paſs through their 
Hands, We, ſays he, may call them (Chi- 
ous, that is, Miſerable, but tis they put all 
into Motion. We muſt do them Juſtice, 
and own they have berter Capacities than 
other Merchants; beſides, they live at 
Smyrna well enough, and make a very 
handſome Appearance, which is very extra- 
ordinary, among a People who ſtudy no- 


thing 
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thookend of them ſettled in 


75 1 
thing but to ſave. There are about two 
Smyrna. 
Again, he fays, The French never had 
4 conſiderable Trade to the Levant, as 
It exceeds the Trade of all other 


. 3 There needs no Genius to carry 
on this Trade, but only Probity. All Bu- 
ſineſs there goes thro the Hands of the 


eros. The Cuſtom of the Country muſt 


be comply d with ; that is to ſay, we muſt 


truſt them with 5 Effects; ſell them ac- 


cording as 8 adviſe, buy up Goods of 
the Levant, and barter ours juſt as they 
think convenient. The Jews make allthe 


Bargains ; for which they have Brokerage, 


and there's an end of the Matter. So 


that if a Man is prudent, he need not 


doubt growing Rich; eſpecially, if he a- 
' voids Commerce with the Greek Women, 
who are the moſt dangerous Traders 1 in the 


World. 
| Monſieur Savary ſays *, *, theſe Brokers 


drive all Bargains, and are contented with = 


very moderate Premiums for their Trouble. 
Now it may be obſerved, that if the firſt 
Character given of the Jews be true, the laſt 
mult be falſe ; from whence it will follow, 


that if the Britiſh Jews ſhould ſome of 


| * Les Deuter concluant tous tes Marches et ſe con- 
tentant de quelques Droits aſſer mediques pour leur Vacati- 
ons. Savary Diet de Commerce. Vol. 1 p. 315. 


them 


mount to fo much as the Turk Duties alone. 


[ 97 ] 


them go over and ſettle in Turkey, as 
the, Tews have ſuch Influence, there can 
be no fear that we ſhall loſe our Pri vileges 
by Indulgences obtained and enjoyed by 
them. And we may further conclude, that 
thro their Intereſt, we ſhall procure the 
Preference in the Sale of all our Commo- 


dities. Beſides, as theCaſe now ſtands, many 
of the Fews are under the * Protection 
of the Bri#ih Ambaſſador, or Miniſter, pay 
for theirPrivileges, and enjoy all the Rightsof 


Britiſꝶ Subjects granted by the Capitulations. 
It is very probable, that the French Trade 


owes its preſent flouriſhing Condition to the 
foreign Fews, being ſuffered to Trade to, and 


receive Conſignments from France, in the 
Ports of the Levant and Barbary. It is certain, 
the Jews in Turkey, Subjects of the Grand 


Seignior, traded to France for themſelves till 


the Year 1727, when they were deprived of 


that Privilege by the French King's Arret. 
The Preamble of which evinces the Reaſon- 


ableneſs of the Suggeſtion, and runs as 


follows. 


Arret of the French King's Council, dated 
February 4, 1727. 

_ His Majeſty having been informed of 

the Injuries, that the Fews and other Fo- 

» When under Protection they pay leſs Duties at the 

Cuſtom-houſe, ſo that Cuſtom and Conſulage do not a- 


reigners, 
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reigners, Factors of his Subjects in the Ports 
of the Levant and Barbary, do to the 
Trade of France, occaſioned by the Neg- 
| ligence of the French Confuls in thoſe 


Parts; and being willing to confine them 


to the ſole Employment of Factors; and to 


prevent them, from carrying on the Trade 


of France to the ſaid Ports in their own 
Names, under Pretext of their Commiſſions,” 
HATH cauſed the following Rules to be 


drawn up, which his Majeſty commands to 
be obſerved in all the Ports of the Levant, 


as well by French Merchants, and the Jews 


their Factors, as by all other Foreigners; 


to the Execution of which, all the Conſuls 


are to have ſtrict Regard. 
I. That no Jeu, being a Subject of the 
Grand Seignior, or reſiding in his Domi- 


- nions, ſhall be received under the Protection 


of France, till he hath given Security for his 
good Behaviour. 

2. Aliens under Protection ſhall not 
Trade to France. 

The French ſhall not cover the Goods 

of Aliens. 

4. That Aliens orceted ſhall not have 
any Conſignments of Merchandizes. 
F. But they may buy and ſell by the 
Mediation of a French Merchant. 

6. Aliens may trade to all other Pics, 
and uſe as Factors, &c. whom they pleaſe, 
and Veſſels carrying the French Flag: 


[79] 

It may not be amiſs, to make a few Ob- 
ſervations upon this remarkable Arret. 
1, Then, it appears, that, before this 
Edict, eus, Greeks, and Armenians often 
acted both as Factors and French Mer- 
chants, and received French Merchandizes 
from Marſeilles, on their own Account, 
as well as by Conſignment. Can we 
wonder then at the flouriſhing Trade 
of the French in the Levant, when their 
Goods were fold by, and conſigned to all the 
principal Merchants, and People who had 
moſt Influence in Cominerce i in that Coun- 
tr7? 
fp That Jews, &c. are employed by 

the French, not only as Brokers, but alſo 
as Factors, to ſell Merchandizes for them, and 
receive the Monies. And this Trade, pro- 
bably, is carried on by them alſo at a diſ- 
tance from the Ports, up in the Country; or in 
the Inland Towns and Villages of Turkey. 
3dly, That Fews, and other Aliens, may 
trade to France, if they pay Commiſſion to 

a French Merchant. 

4thly, That none but Alien- Jets, and 
other le who are under Protection, 
are excluded from trading to France in 
their own Names: And conſequently, 
that French Jews reſiding at Marſeilles,may 
export Merchandizes to the Levant, and 
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receive Returns from thence: And that they 
may alſo reſide in the Levant, and carry on 


Trade in their own Names, and receive 


Conſignments of Veſſels from France; pro- 
vided they be French Merchants, and Sub- 


jects of the French King. 


If chis be true, certainly all that hath | 


been ſaid againſt the Jews muſt appear to 


be empty fittlentattle, and trumpery Stuff. 
There is alſo all the Reaſon in the World 


to believe, they are not ſo deſpicable a People, 
as they have been repreſented to be by 
fome Perſons, to anſwer an End: Nor ſo 


much careſſed and eſteemed, as others 
have inſinuated for the ſame Purpoſe. But 
whatever be the true ſtate of the Caſe, tis 

certain, that their Opponents cannot be both 

Right. Thoſe Suggeſtions ſeem to be Ex- 
aggerations and the Offspring of a warm 

Imagination; a Sort of Chimeras, or 
Phantoms conjured up to terrify or amuſe : 
And being palpable Contradictions cannot 
be both true, and may poſſibly be both 
falſe 


But if all this Account of the French 


Trade be falſe, and all the Trade of Mar. 


ſeilles; and the other Ports of France to 
Turkey, ſhould be carried on by a Body of 
Merchants, who can make what By-Lazws 
they pleaſe, and thereby form ahi moſt 
335 . aabſo- 


£41). 
abſolute Monopoly, this is neither a Proof 
that our Company is not a Monopoly, nor 
that a Monopoly is uſeful. Our Marchant 
have enjoy'd a Monopoly, and yet, tis faid, 
have beaten out the Dutch. All the Ar. 
guments againſt a Monopoly, and the Turkey 
Company, drawn from other Sources, 
will continue juſt the ſame, whether the 
Frencb- Trade to the Levant is as open as 
we intend ours, or under the ſtricteſt Li- 
mitations, that the piercing Eye of i ingeni- 

ous Avarice can invent. 
If the Jeus are ſo much de ſpiſed 
as ſome have thought convenient to infi- 
nuate, certainly they would never be em- 


_ ployed in Affairs, where great Skull, Inte- 


grity and Dexterity are required; and 
where Traders muſt lay themſelves, and 
their Circumſtances, open to them. And 
if it be true, that they have ſuch a De- 
ſpotic Power, as to be able to cut off all 
Communication and Commerce with a 
Nation which have incurred their Reſent- 
ment, certainly it muſt be a very prudent - 
Step in us, to endeavour to cultivate the 
Friendſhip of ſuch a powerful People, by 
treating their Brethren with all manner of 
Reſpect and Civility; and by admitting 
them into a Share of the Profits of this 
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Trade, from which we have hitherto moſt 
imprudently and fooliſbly excluded them. 
We pretend to be a civilized People, and 
to underſtand the Nature of Commerce; 


but in truth, by our Conduct, we may be 


rather call'd ignorant and barbarous. The 
Turks, the Perfians, and all the Eafterns 
allow a free Liberty in Trade to the 2 
the Armenians and Banians, tho they 

all of a different Religion; becauſe of 964 


| know that thoſe People, by advancing their 


own Intereſt, promote the Intereſt of the 


oY * where they reſide. The Conduct 


of Abbas the Great, is a ſtrong Proof of — 
their ſuperior Policy and Knowledge in 


Suppoſe the Profits of the T; urky Trade 
to be 20 per Cent. if the Jews were to in- 
creaſe it only a fifth, and monopolize or in- 
groſs it all, would not the Nation be a 
great Gainer by it? If a Jew can procure 
Preference, by Intereſt, or by ſelling for 
ſmaller Profits, he ought to receive all poſ- 
ſible Encouragement. If our Exports be in- 
creaſed, the Nation receives a real Benefit, 

let it be done by whom it will, Few or 
Chriſtian. It appears from the Edie above, 


that the French Jews can export the Manu- 


factures of France to Turkev, and why ſhould 


net the Engliſh Jes? The firſt have not 


eli 


[5%]. 
ed the Trade, and what Reaſon can 
be aſſigned extraordinary, that ſuch a Con- 
ſequence ſhould be dreaded from the Ja? 
Certainly this Dread of an Ingroſſment 
mult be the Figment of a warm Imagina- 
tion, as much as the Fear of the Engliſb's 
being maſſacred through the Diſhoneſty of 
a N. 
1 the Jews are ſo much deleted as ſome . 
Advocates for the Turkey-Company exagge- 
rate, how come they to be ſo much em- 
ploy' d, and to acquire ſuch eſteem and Con- 
fidence, as Savary and 7. aue err informs 
us they have? * 
If they have ſuch a deſpotic 1 
as to put the Trade of a Nation, which 
hath incur'd their Reſentment under an In- 
terdiction; and if they, and they only, can. 


be employ d as Brokers, as others have 5 


aver d; how comes it, that the French have 
capitulated, that th ey ſhall be at Liberty to 
employ any Broker, Jo or Chriſtian, as they 
ball think convenient? Would not ſuch a 
Capitulation have ruin'd the French Trade, 
if their Power be ſo great? Muſt it not 
have put the Trade into the Hands of the 
Engliſh, ſince the Fews can interdict what 
Trade they pleaſe, and engroſs a Trade for 
thoſe Prime they. ſhall pleaſe to favour 


and recommend 7 


F,. 2 1 
* ide the advanta Perk Fg Character M. Savary gives of 
them, under the Word Jui. 
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It is plain, that theſe Arguments and 


Facts are incompatible, inconſiſtent and ri- 


diculous, and a mere Humbug upon the 


common Senſe of Mankind. 


The Jens therefore are neither ſo power- 


ful, nor ſo contemptible as repreſented 


to ſerve ſiniſten Purpoſes ; tho' it ſeems 


quite right to be upon friendly Terms with 


them. 

But ſince every trifling Inſinuation hath 
been advanced asArgument for the Continu- 
ance of the Monopoly of the Turky-Trade ; 
among other Objections againſt opening it, 


it hath been ſaid, that the Jew-Brokers will 


prefer their Jew-Brethren, to the Chriſtian- 
Merchants. 6 


It is an old 8 That TER 15 0 | 


friendſhip in Trade. Beſides one half per 


Cent. Brokerage upon 500,000 per Annum 
Trade, if it was but half of it carried on by 


the Engliſh Chriſtians, would be ſufficient | 
to ſupport ſeveral Jew-Brokers, who might 


be appropriated entirely to the Engh/h 
Chriſtians, and interdicted to act for the 


Fero-Merchants, by which it would become 


their Intereſt to do their 5% in their Sales. 


Thus this Shadow of an Argument va- 
niſhes like Smoke : But what Reed will 
not an expiring Bedy take hold of ? 


That 


SS. - 

That the Turks are not ſuch a malicious 

and revengeful People as has been ſuggeſted, 

will appear alſo from the following Rela- 
tion from a celebrated Author *. | 

When the Pieces of Money, called Louis 
de cinque Sous, were in demand in Turkey for 
Ornaments, the French Merchants made 


of them Cent. per Cent. Profit. But this 


not fatisfying their Avarice, they made 


them of Copper inſtead of Silver, and gilded 
them over; and in this Manner defrauded _ 


the Turks to a very great Degree. But at 
laſt the Cheat being diſcovered, they were 
cry'd down, and the French hated, ſtig- 
matized, and inſulted for their Villany, as 

they juſtly deſerved. But their Effects were 


never ſeized to make Recompence for the 


Fraud. A remarkable Inſtance of the Mild- 
neſs of the Turks ; as well as of the inſatiable 
Avarice and Diſhoneſty of a national Body 
of Merchants. But theſe were French Mer- 

chants, and not ſuch a public-ſpirited Body 
of Patriots, as our Engliſh Turkey-Mer- 


chants are, who carry on Trade purely for 
the public Good. 3 
There are ſeveral Articles in the Capitu- 
lations, in which it is expreſly ſtipulated, 
that one Man ſhall not be any way anſwer- 
able for the Conduct of another; particu- 
larly the 11th Article, where it is agreed. 
OR EY "Ie 


* Fide Monſieur Savary. 
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If any Engliſhman having committed an 

Offence ſhall make his Eſcape, or abſent bim-. 
V no other Engliſhman, not being a Page, 
Hall be taken, or moleſted, for him. 

Sir Paul Rycaut informs us, that tho'the 
Turks, on Occaſion of Ruptures and other. 
Diſcontents, loſe their Reſpect towards the 
Perſons of Ambaſſadors, yet ſtill it is com- 
mendable in them, that they commonly 
abſtain from the Spoil and OT of the 
Merchants Eſtates, with whoſe Prince they 
are at Enmity ; for they look on Merchants, 
as Men whoſe Profeſſion i is beſt advanced 
by Peace; and as their own Compariſon is, 
like to the laborious Bee, which brings Honey 
to the Hive; and is Innocent, Induſtricus and 

Profitable ; and therefore an Object of their 
Compaſſion and Defence. —_ 

The fame judicious Mriter informs us; 
that when a Perſon hath ſuffered ſome no- 
torious Injury, in which the Prime Vifeer is 
combined, or He hath refuſed him Juſtice, 
he hath Liberty then, to appeal to the 
Grand Sei gui or himſelf; which is permit- 
. ted by an antient Cuſtom: The aggrieved 
Perſon, putting Fire on his Head, enters 
the Seraglio, runs in haſte, and can be 
 Nop'd by no Boay, until he comes to the Pre- 
ſence of the Grand Seignior, to whom he 
hath Licence to declare his Wrong. The 
* 85 like 
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like was done by Sir Thomas Bendiſb, when 
Ambaſſador at Conſtantinople, putting Pots 

of Fire at the Yard-Arms of fome Engliſh 
Ships then in Port, and came to Anchor 
near the Seragho. The Reaſon whereof 
was, the violent Seiſure of the Merchants 
Goods, as ſoon as arrived in Port, for the 
Service of the Grand Seignior, without Bar- 
gain or Account of them, which being 
taken up by thoſe Officers and great Perſons, 
who were out of the reach of Law, forced 
the worthy Ambaſſador at that Time Re- 
ſident, to repreſent his Grievances with 
much Reſolution; ſignifying them by Fire 
at the Yards of eleven Englith Ships then in 


Port, which were drawn off from the Scale 


where they uſually lay, to the Side of the 
Seragho; which coming to be diſcovered, 
firſt to the Viſier Cuperli, before the Grand 
Seignior had notice thereof, he immediately 
_ extinguiſhed thoſe Fires by a fair Accomo- 
dation, before they burſt into a more dan- 
gerous Flame, by the Knowledge of the 
Grand Seignior, who might have juſtly deſtroy- 
ed him for ſuffering ſuch notorious Injuſtice, fo 
run to that public and known Extremity. 
Again, it is aver'd by a late Traveler +, 
that we ought to make a Diſtinction be- 
tween thoſe Subjects and Officers of the 
+ Motraye. TOR | - | 
Grand 
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Grand Sei gnior, who, according to the Turk- 
% Phraſe, eat his Bread, and thoſe who 


have no Office under the Government ; the 
latter have nothing to fear, either as to 
their Lives or Effects, and do not pay any 


Duties to the Government; but as they 


hold their Lands by military Tenure, they 


are obliged to take the Field when the 


Grand Seignior requires it, with a certain 


Number of their Vaſſals: Should the Grand 


Sergntor attempt to Tax them, or change 


their antient Cuſtoms, he would run the 


Hazard of being depoſed. 3 
As to the others, indeed, who are his 


Creatures, and have been preſented to him 


or purchaſed by him; and bred up in the 
Seraglio; theſe he ſqueezes, diſgraces, and 
puts to Death upon the leaſt Suggeſtion of 

their Diſaffection, or Miſconduct, without 


giving them an Opportunity of anſwering 


for themſelves. 1 e 
My Lord Moleſworthobſerves ; that much 
hath been ſpoken, and written by ſeveral 


Authors, of the Rigor of the Turkiſh Go- 


vernment; let us conſider ſome Particulars 
er TL ge: 3 
The Turks are the Conquerors of the 
Chriſtians-in the Countries they have over- 
run, and have a Sort of barbarous Right to 
uſe them ill; yet they never perſecute them 


* 
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upon Account of Conſcience; they ſuffer 
them, for the moſt Part, to inhabit and cul- 
tivate their own Lands without Diſturbance, 


paying only a Caratch yearly for Tribute; 
Which, as I have been informed by a Mi- 


niſter of his Imperial Majeſty's, amounted 


in Hungary, Sclavonia, Servia and Boſma, 


only to about ten Dollars, or 45s. for an 


ordinary Family in Time of Peace, and 


1 during a War, nothing. It is true, ſays he, that 
the Propriety of all Lands is in the Grand Serg- 
nior; but whether it be not better to be only 


a Farmer at an eaſy Rent, than to have the 


Name of a Proprietor, without a comfort- 
able Subſiſtance, and in Effect to be Maſ- 


ter of nothing, I will leave the Reader to 


judge, and e erg and gives the Pre- 
ference to the Turꝶiſh Conſtitution and Go- 
vernment, in a Compariſon he makes be- 


tween them and a Northern Proteſtant 


Country.“ 


1 Are theſe Hiſtorical Relations a Proof of 
Danger and Difficulty, of Injuſtice and 


Rapine among the Turks? Let us turn 
our Eyes to Chriſtian Princes, and we ſhall 


find Inſtances enough of Barbariſm, and 


Injuftice to Merchants, which are not to 
be parallel'd in the Turkih Annals. Can 


an Example be brought of ſuch Perfidy, 


Breach of the imperial Word, Violation of 
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the Law of Nations, and private Injuſtice 


to the Merchants, in all the Tranſactions 
the Imperial-Port hath had with all theMer- 
cantile States in Chriſtendom ; as his preſent 


Majeſty of P. -a hath been guilty 


of, in the Affair of the $----ſ--a Loan? 


Surely, if the Turks knew the Slanders we 
unjuſtly throw on them, they would have 


great Reaſon to be incenſed againſt us, and 
to treat us with great Indignation and Con- 
Thus it hath been clearly proved, that 
the Turkey-Trade hath been, and now is, a 
moſt pernicious Monopoly ; and that it is dan- 
gerous to engage in it, without being one 
of the Body, and joining in the Monopoly. 
It hath alſo been proved, that the Admiſ- 


ſion of the Fews, to participate of the Profits 
of this Trade, will be one likely Means of 


retrieving it; that the dread of loſing our 
Privileges by it in Turkey, and of having 
our Merchants Effects ſeiſed, and their 

Perſons violated, are mere Chimæras; and 
likewiſe that the Apprehenſion, that if the 

Trade be laid open, it will all be en- 
groſſed by the Fews, through the Influ- 


ence of Jeu-Brokers, is a Phantom of the 
ſame Species. . 


Upon the whole, as we have Reaſon, 
Argument, Practice, and Example, Manu- 
; BE, . facturers 


CF 
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not be our ſad Caſe. Ru 
I ſhall conclude with the Words of a 


celebrated Writer of our own, who fays ; 
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facturers and Merchants, all crying aloud 
for opening the Trade to Turkey ; if whilſt 
the Alarum is thus ſounding, the Centinels, 
of our Liberties, Privileges, and the public 


Meal, ſhould ſtill fleep on, we muſt ſoon 
bid a long Farewell to the Commerce of 


the Levant, and leave it a Prey to our Ri- 


vals and Enemies. God grant that this may 


« That Monopolies are equally dangerous 
in Trade, in Politics and Religion: A free 


Trade, a free Government, and a free Li- 


berty of Conſcience, are the Rights and 


the Bleſſings of Mankind; and, Iwill add, 
afree Parliament, inſpired with true Britiſh 
— Spirit, will always think them worthy oj 
> Regard, Reſtoration and Protection. 
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